
Sunday,  
June 13
A Pastor’s 
Farewell

Joshua 1:6-9

Please join us for a 
Farewell Reception for 
Pastor and Mrs. 

John Cook
Sunday, June 13, 

3-5pm
Outside on the 
Front Lawn

(moved to the Fellowship Hall 
in case of inclement weather)
Light Refreshments will be 

served.

“Hearts United in Loving God, Sharing Christ, and Serving Others.”
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Dear John and Gaye,

Forty-one years ago four good-looking young Ft. 
Bragg lieutenants, fresh from West Point, showed 
up at Snyder Memorial Baptist Church. The single 
ladies went wild. The older folks adopted them. But 
nobody, except God, knew one of these four would 
eventually become Pastor of Snyder Memorial Baptist 
Church. That young lieutenant was, of course, you, 
John Cook. God brought you here to expose you to 
the circumstances which would end up leading you 
into the ministry. He also brought you here to expose 
you to the people, attitude and ministry of the church 
with the ‘sweet, sweet spirit’, knowing that one day 
He would lead you back to serve as Pastor. He sent 
you for a visit with a friend to GA camp where you met Gaye, one of the counselors, whom 
He had selected for your wife. He sent the two of you to seminary and led you to enter the 
Army Chaplaincy, and to be sure you were sufficiently oriented to Snyder, sent you back 
to Ft. Bragg and another tour at Snyder!  Years later when you were ready to retire as  
Chaplain of West Point, He had one more assignment for you: a twelve year tour as Pastor 
of Snyder Memorial  Baptist Church.   

Snyder had been through a period of disruption, a two year interim and needed someone to 
lead them, love them, unite them and restore the “sweet, sweet spirit”. You already knew 
many of the members, you understood the approach to ministry that was imbedded in the 
church’s DNA and you respected the church’s reputation in the community. You respected 
everyone’s opinion and took no sides. You focused the church’s attention not on personal 
matters but on the church’s mission. Some months later when we sang, “There’s a sweet, 
sweet spirit in this place” once again and church members extended their hands to hold 
their neighbor’s hands across the aisles, tears flowed freely and we knew what we sang 
was true. 

We knew you were our Pastor when you led us through the grief experience of the Maxwell 
Family. The church reached the age when the founders and pillars of the church began to 
pass away. You led us in our grief but gave us hope for the future.  

As any progressive pastor should do, you led the staff in a study of The State of the 
Church and addressed issues facing the church. This list eventually served as the basis 
of the establishment of a new Long Range Planning committee which became known as 
the 2020 Vision Committee. One goal was the full retirement of the church debt and the 
completion of construction projects in Myanmar, Haiti and Kenya, all of which have been 
accomplished. You led in hiring a Director of Technology to bring the church radio, TV 
and online capabilities into today’s market, which was a Godsend during the COVID crisis. 
You’ve led in securing so many capable and caring staff members. Under your leadership 
with the help of these staff members you’ve brought us through the COVID crisis. And day 
by day, you’ve counseled us, consoled us and cared for us,

Gaye, you have been the perfect preacher’s wife. You are so supportive of John  and so 
understanding of the responsibilities of his job. On your own you have been a mentor of 
our youth and a leader in the Women’s Ministry. We thank you for all the kind words and 
beautiful smiles you have shared with us.

You both have consistently lived and preached the Bible. We’ve never questioned your love 
for us or your faith in us.  All we can do is say “Thank You” and “Well done thou good and 
faithful servants.” Go in peace and with our love!   

The Congregation of Snyder Memorial Baptist Church



It was so exciting to see so 
many back at Sunday School.  
As things continue to get 
back to normal, we are in 
great need of volunteers.  
Below are listed just a few 
of the needs we have.  

It is now time to find your 
place, and do your part!  
If you haven’t taken the  
Strengthfinder assessment, 
contact Susie Reeder to get 
more information and the 
code.  That could help you 
find your place!

Here are some of the needs right now:

Sunday School Teachers and Substitute 
Teachers Needed!  Some classes have teachers 
who have moved away or are not capable of 
teaching right now.  We need good teachers 
to help disciple! We need adult teachers and 
children’s teachers...adult substitute teachers 
and children’s substitute teachers!  If you’re 
interested in teaching adults, contact Bruce 
Herrmann or Brad Hurley.  If you’re interested 
in helping with children, contact Karen McAmis. 

Greeters/Ushers are Needed!  We are in need 
of ushers and greeters for the 9am service, the 
11am service and especially helping before 
Sunday School in both the Cammack Lobby and 
Gathering Hall.  We are having new people visit 
each Sunday...we need help getting them to the 
right places. Contact Susie Reeder to volunteer 
or get more information.

Prayer Ministry Needs You!  Would you be 
interested in praying for a list of members and 
friends a couple of times a month?  You are 
needed!  Contact Jim Nance to volunteer or 
to get more information (910) 988-6815, (910) 
323-3500 or jrnance@jrnancelawfirm.

You’ll also see a need for VBS volunteers and 
tech ministry volunteers in other articles listed 
in The Bell.
It’s time to step up and Find Your Place and Do 
Your Part!
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Treasured VBS: 
Discovering You’re 
Priceless to God.

Treasured VBS will be hosted at Snyder from 
June 21 to June 25 and will run from 9am to 
12pm each day. At Treasured, kids discover 
God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems or 
gold – it’s them! Kids participate in memorable 
Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, 
play teamwork-building games, devour yummy 
treats and experience one-of-a-kind Bible 
Adventures.

Treasured is for kids going into Kindergarten 
to kids going into 7th grade. We are following 
current guidelines for safety so registration will 
be on a first come, first serve basis. Register at 
this link: https://www.snydermbc.com/forms/
view.php?id=15405

VBS Volunteers Needed
The best part about VBS is our amazing Crew 
Leaders and Station Guides! Crew Leaders 
join a small group of kids as they travel from 
station to station. No prep work, just keep the 
kids on track! Station Leaders run a station 
(Games, Bible Lesson, Music, etc.). If you are 
willing to volunteer for VBS in any way, please 
contact Karen at karenm@snydermbc.com. 
Childcare and Preschool VBS is available for our 
volunteers.
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Wednesday Night Take 
Out Meals
Meals are $5 each (max $20 per family) and 
you must make a reservation by 5pm on the 
Tuesday before. Pick up will be at the Kitchen/
FH door in the back parking lot from 4:45 - 
5:45pm. Please have the correct amount to 
pay. Meal this week is Chef Salad with Chicken 
Salad, Croissant & Strawberry Shortcake.

Summer Reading Program
Sign up in the Library!

this 
week
with
John 
Cook

One of the ways Snyder lives into this text 
from Acts 1:8 is through a vibrant and growing 
Tech Ministry whose worship, preaching, and 
teaching is connecting across the US and in 22 
countries around the world. Find your place 
and do your part here at Snyder by serving 
as part of the Tech ministry. Contact Dave 
Clark (cdclark1231@gmail.com) or Joe Alley 
(sharkbit79@gmail.com).

Check out the Sue Hubbard Little Free Library! We 
encourage you to take a book and bring one back.
The Snyder Learning Center held a book drive and 
filled the Little Free Library with lots of books for our 
community to read and replace. This Little Library 
is in honor of Sue Hubbard who dedicated over 40 
years of service to the Snyder Afterschool program 
and to our church. Thanks to the Hubbard family for 
participating in our ribbon cutting ceremony.
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Pastor’s Perspective
Paul’s letter to the Philippians has always been one of my favorite books in the 

Bible. All four chapters are full of inspirational & encouraging words. As I reflect 
on closing out 12 years of ministry as your pastor, one verse in particular express-
es how I feel about this church. “I thank my God every time I remember you.” 
That statement is true from my earliest days at Snyder dating back to January 
1980.

Snyder was the first church I joined after graduating from West Point. Assigned 
to the 82nd Airborne Division as a young Second Lieutenant, it was my lifeline as I 
began my military career. Helen Adams remembered my name after one visit and 
I knew I had found my new church family and home. Wayne Ham – out of the blue 
– asked me to teach the singles Sunday School class. I had to think and pray about 
taking on that commitment. Looking back now, that experience had a profound 
impact on my conviction that God was calling me to full-time Christian ministry. It 
was during those years I met and married the woman who would become my part-
ner in ministry for the next 38 years. After seeking the counsel of Dr. Cammack, it 
was here at Snyder that I publicly surrendered to God’s call. I resigned my active 
duty commission and we left Snyder to attend seminary.

When I returned to Fort Bragg as an Army chaplain in 1989, Gaye and I and our 
three small children were excited to make Snyder our church home and family 
again. It was here that we dedicated our children to the Lord. By God’s grace, 
they are all walking with Jesus today, raising our seven grandchildren to know and 
love Jesus. To have had this church I have loved for so long call me to serve as 
pastor after retiring from active duty has been one of the single greatest blessings 
of my life. So I need to finish this final column as your pastor with the very next 
words Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians. “In all my prayers for all of you, 
I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ. It is right for me to feel this way 
about all of you, since I have you in my heart.” And I always will. Thank you for 
loving me and my family the way you have for 41 years.

See you Sunday! ~ John

Overseas:  Trevor King

Deacon of the Week: 
Wayne Byrd

(910) 489-8150

Hospital:
Shirley Melvin - CFV

Bob Carter - CFV
Marie Anderson - UNC, CH

Menu:  06/16/21
Roasted Chicken

Mashed Potatoes with 
Gravy

Collard Greens
Yeast Roll

Lemon Cake

\
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MINISTERIAL STAFF
Senior Pastor JOHN COOK

Minister of Worship GILES BLANKENSHIP

Church Administrator GERON GAMBILL

Associate Pastor BRUCE HERRMANN

Dir. of Children & Family Min. KAREN MCAMIS 

Minister with Students JON NAHLEN

Minister of Missions SUSIE REEDER

Minister of Music RICHARD SUGGS

MEMBERSHIP
June 6

Resident Membership 1847

Number Additions to Date 29

Number Lettered Out to Date 0

Loss by Death 17

Moved to Non-Resident/Roll Rev  75

Total Membership 1784

WORSHIP ATTENDANCEWORSHIP ATTENDANCE
06/06/2106/06/21

9am 1659am 165

11am 42711am 427

Total 592Total 592

FINANCIAL REPORT FINANCIAL REPORT 
as of 06-04-2021as of 06-04-2021

Total Budget Gifts 53,301.50

Amount Needed 1,444,807.76 

Given to Date 1,401,832.29

Under Budget 42,975.47

 

Mission Giving Plans - May 
 NC Baptist State Convention 

$6,975.38 
NC Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

$8,573.42 
International Mission Partner Ministries 

$13,316.86

Balance:   
$255,241.21

$1,244,761.70Given to date: 

Goal:
$1,500,000 


