Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for February 12, 2012

Freed from Law Through Christ

Galatians 3: 1-14

Focal Outline:

Galatians 3: 1-5

Getting the reader’s attention!

Galatians 3: 6-9 

Consider Abraham’s righteousness

Galatians 3: 10-14

Law is not based on faith

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths).

1. Legalism cannot and will not ever be able to extend us the forgiveness we need. Only faith in Jesus!

2. Evaluating what we believe, and asking questions, can only strengthen our filters against false teachers. 
3. Paul reminds us that Abraham is a model. Before the law was issued, his faith led him to righteousness.

4. If we could be saved by the Law, then Jesus’ death and sacrifice was in vain. 
Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What gifts do you want God to grant through Salvation? (Forgiveness? Renewal? Strength? etc.?) 
2. What place do doubts and questions hold in the health or growth of your spiritual life? 
3. What are some faith points at which your story connects with Abraham’s?

4. How do you reconcile the issues between the Christ covenant of faith and the old system of Law? 
Points to Ponder

[NOTE: These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented. Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants. Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Faith vs. Law. Faith vs. Law…this issue could sound to some like a squabble between Paul and Peter. Or, between ideological groups that simply take their faith way more seriously than others. To still others, this could appear to be a mere philosophical argument since “they’re both in the bible, so how could one be more right than the other?” My hope is that this week we will all be caused to consider how our faith relates to Law. Because legalism can take many forms. Much of what become our biases and practices have roots in what we believe. Our convictions shape our living. So, can you earn your righteousness by the Law? 

Facebook® has become one of the more popular social media of our time. At a recent family gathering, some of we middle-aged family members found ourselves having a common problem with a relative. Since she was absent from the gathering that day, we of course felt the freedom to talk about her. (this is your cue to at least grin) Our shared problem was that, though we all love her, she was driving us all crazy online. This otherwise intelligent relative works out her legalism through political and cultural postings (or rants!).

Our problem with the family member only illustrates part of the issue of the Law vs. faith. Her narrowness and obsession is all we hear from her most of the time. Sort of like what Jesus encountered with the legalists of His day. Paul calls on us to seek a different theology of Salvation. He also challenges us to take into account what rampant legalism does to our health and our relationships. We’d do well to assess this, too!

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. When you think of legalism, what (or who) do you think of? Discuss these impressions. As a group, also be sure to come up with a working definition of legalism. How can too rigid an adherence to “law” hurt others around us? 
2. Talk over within your group how members seem to view the biblical “Law.” What place did the Law hold originally? What good function did the Law perform? How might a distortion of Law have hurt people? 
3. How do you understand Jesus’ suffering as it relates to our salvation? Discuss this within the group. Listen to each other, and see how you challenge each other’s faith assumptions. This is vital theology! 
4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p45 of your Uniform Teaching Guide. This exercise will tie together last week’s text with this week’s. See how the context helps us to further understand Paul.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.  Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Galatians 3: 1-5

Getting the reader’s attention!

What has prompted (in ch2) such a start to ch3? In v1, what dynamic within the church does Paul seem to be addressing? (false teaching about Christ) What theological issue is Paul addressing in v2? To what is Paul referring in v3? What connection does their own sufferings have to this debate in v4? 

Galatians 3: 6-9 

Consider Abraham’s righteousness
What claim does Paul make about Abraham in v6? Why? So does the connection made in v7 work for us? How do you understand v8 to be true? And v9, how is this true? 

Galatians 3: 10-14

Law is not based on faith
How has Paul “died” to the law in v19? In v20, what theological claim is Paul staking about how we become “saved?” In his day, why was this so groundbreaking (even among Jesus’ followers!)? What point about Christ’s death follows in v21? 
2. On p42 our lesson author says, “Many Christians go through life and don’t question what they believe. This leaves them vulnerable to false teachers whose ideas sound like God’s truth but are based on personal preference.” Do you agree with this assessment? Why/why not in your own spiritual experience?

3. How does Dt 27: 26 relate to this passage? How about Hab 2: 4?

4. On p44 our lesson author says, “Abraham serves as a model for Christians in many ways. Paul says that he is the ultimate example of faith in God.” Truth is, many modern-day Christians see Abraham as a famous O.T. character to whom marvelous things happened. So, what is Paul’s point? How does Abraham connect to you?

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour leads with 3 examples of difficult questions. Then, he asserts that Paul approaches this section more with sadness than anger. On p36, he begins to explore 5 rhetorical questions Paul poses to the Galatians. Why are all who rely on the Law under a curse? See p39!

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Paul asked the Galatian believers a series of questions in this text. Read them over again.

   b. Think about your own faith journey. How could these questions strengthen your faith?

2. What does Jesus’ suffering do for your salvation? What are the roles and purposes of his pain? Read the gospel accounts of His crucifixion this week. Pray that God will grow your reliance on faith!

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p50 of the Uniform Teaching Guide. Take a look at the parts you can do, even if you do not have the Resource Kit. 
People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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