Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for January 8, 2012

Joseph Finds Favor
Genesis 41: 37-45, 50-52

Focal Outline:
Genesis 41: 37-40

The plan seemed good



Genesis 41: 41-45 

Joseph is lifted up!




Genesis 41: 50-52

Fruitful in the land of suffering

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Being the kinds of people God would have us to be might earn us a great deal of trust and respect eventually.

2. Waiting and hoping are hallmarks of our faith.  Even through what seems like silence, God is with us!

3. No matter all the waiting, God’s presence will lead to real and lasting results!  

4. Biblical “fruitfulness” is not just about having kids!  When we are faithful, God has something to work with.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. How might others gain long-term respect for you because they notice your consistency in the faith?

2. What have you learned, to this point, from the times when you have had to wait or hope?

3. What is it about the presence of God that seems to bring about noticeable changes over time?  

4. How do you understand the biblical mandates to “be fruitful” and to “multiply?”    

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Bloom where you are planted.  That is a way of life for some.  Don’t you know those sort of people?  Like you or me, very little of life has gone as they would have forseen.  Still, they have managed to turn the surprises (and disappointments) into footnotes within their stories!  Those are people who manage to bloom where they are planted.  I belive Joseph must have had this quality that God was able to work with mightily.

I can remember a part-time job I had during seminary.  For about a year, I sold athletic shoes in the mall.  I enjoyed the work mostly.  Raised in my dad’s store, I did my shoestore job with the same values and expectations he had demanded of me.  And, I treated people according to the values of my faith.  In other words, I was as an employee who I had been brought up to be.  That was it.  Nothing strategic or calculated.  The new owner of the store began to have monthly employee meetings.  At the very first, he announced a small cash prize to the employee who epitomized “smart” customer service.  Then, he called my name.

I was absolutely caught off-guard, and not in a falsely modest way.  Rather, I was almost confused that my Christian character and integrity was being respresented as a “smart” or “strategic” way to do business.  Eventually, I had a talk with him to thank him for the recognition, but to let him know that I was simply being myself.  Have you considered that by being consistent, fair and having solid integrity--  you could be something of a novelty in your community?  Joseph found that out in this week’s text, and God did big things!

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1.  What are some of the ways in which God has blessed you?  Simplistic though it sounds, take a moment to jot down some very specific ways God has worked in your life.  Have group members share at least 1 item!  

2. “Be fruitful and multiply….”  We hear mandates like this and immediately think of having large families.  Certainly, some contexts make that application valid.  But, we’ll be reminded this week that these commands can mean much more.  So, what are some other ways in which we can be fruitful—and multiply—for God?

3. Think about how God has worked in (and through) people around you—and ended up positively affecting your own life.  Share within your group an instance like that you have noticed.  How were you changed?

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p10 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  Build in enough time to have a productive conversation.  What meaning do we make of stories, like Josephs, so they apply to us?

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Genesis 41: 37-40

The plan seemed good

How would you summarize this “plan” that v37 mentions?  What challenge did they face in v38?  In v39-40, what empowerment does Pharaoh give to Joseph?  What has led to this outcome between Joseph and Pharaoh?


Genesis 41: 41-45 

Joseph is lifted up!
What more do we learn about Joseph’s new position in v41-43?  (be as specific as you can)  In v44, what limitation does Joseph have?  (and that’s not much!)  What gifts does Joseph receive in v45?  (name, wife)

Genesis 41: 50-52

Fruitful in the land of suffering
How else do Joseph’s blessings continue in v50?  (sons)  In v51, what do the boys’ names tell us about how Joseph views God?  

2. On p11 our lesson author says, “God’s people are continually called upon to wait and to hope as we live in a time before God’s promises have all been fulfilled.”  What are some times when your waiting/hoping may have been rewarded by God?  How has God exceeded your expectations and been working for good in your life?  

3. How does Ps 13 relate to this passage?   

4. On p15 our lesson author says, “When Joseph recognizes his own fruitfulness, he acknowledges that God has helped him to fulfill divine intentions, making him part of the continuing story…”  Why might our own fruitfulness and faithful action reflect our response to God’s blessing?  How might our productive living indicate specifically our faith in God’s ability to provide?

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour opens with a quick story from his life about waiting.  Then, he goes right to the background of the “plan” on p12.  On p13, see his assessment of the deeper meaning of the story.  Bottom of p13/top of 14 Harbour will unpack what Joseph’s new name could mean!  

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. God acted in Joseph’s life, but sometimes not when or how God was expected to act.

      b. Pray that God will grant you genuine patience for the long haul.  Sometimes a VERY long haul.

2. Restoration is often a big-picture need in our lives.  Restoration of fortunes lost, return of status or dreams given up.  For you, what is the biggest restoration need you have?  What might God want most for you?

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on 14 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  For an alternative, see if “Name Recognition” on p16 might help you out.  

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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