Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for January 1, 2012

God Watches over Joseph
Genesis 39: 7-21a

Focal Outline:
Genesis 39: 7-10

A dangerous offer



Genesis 39: 11-16 

Things get worse 




Genesis 39: 17-21a

The Lord was with him

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Our need for God’s protection is not limited to physical harm.  Temptation and need can threaten our souls.

2. The attitudes and pressures of living in our culture can tempt us toward dangers and shortcuts.    

3. Despite the inherent risks, God calls on the faithful to speak up in the face of wrong or injustice.  

4. Times of hardship or “tribulation” are a very real part of life.  Faithfulness yields God’s hope and strength.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What are the many ways in which you believe God intends to “protect” us?  

2. When have you specifically (and personally) experienced a need for God’s protection or guidance?

3. Since life is easier if we just mind our own business, why might God sometimes still call us into peril?

4. How does our faithful and regular seeking of God give God more to work with in times of difficulty? 

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

God’s Protection.  That’s our Unit Theme for the month of January.  Uh-hum…!  This ought to get our attention as group leaders.  Because this states a big-ticket theological matter, brought right to our Bible study groups!  We’ll study Joseph’s story from Genesis for 3 weeks, followed by a session with Moses.  All the while, you’ll have the opportunity help others process in this way: So, how is this story MY story?  Our story?
A promise. A presence.  A hope.  A happening.  These are but some of the ways in which God protects us along the way.  John is a young Army officer.  A man of very deep faith, he was severely wounded in Afghanistan by a suicide bomber.  Badly wounded, John called on his faith in the worst hours of fear.  His prayer?  Much of it centered around a promise.  You see, as John’s unit was deployed he had looked his young wife in the eye.  I’ll be home soon.  I’m coming home to you.  So, he focused on that promise.  Although his brush with death was very close, he kept praying.  God, help me to keep my word.  After all, I promised Lord!  

Sometimes, instances of God’s protection yield big dramatic stories.  But over time, I believe most of us would tell of something quieter.  Something far more constant and subtle.  How have you experienced God taking care of you?  Guidance.  Presence.  A conviction of a value that shapes our decisions.  These are also the ways in which God protects us.  Study these texts in January.  Ask your own questions and celebrate your answers. God protects!  Take note: Joseph’s troubles started when he did the right thing!

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1.  Christmas is here!  What do those words actually mean to you spiritually?  Take a moment to reflect, and then discuss with other group members.  Beyond December 25, what does Christmas really mean?  

2. Recall a time when you have suffered without justification.  Perhaps you were victimized by something truly beyond your control.  Maybe you were punished for doing the right thing.  Share within your group of such an instance.  How did you respond?  Where was God, in your experience of that injustice?

3. What are some of the “calls” of God that might result in our own peril?  What forms do these perils take on, in your experience?  (physical, social, career, relational, financial, etc.)  Why does God do things this way?

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p3 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  Notice that there are actually 3 segments to this exercise.  Choose as much or as little as you believe your group study needs.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Genesis 39: 7-10

A dangerous offer

What are the several temptations that Joseph is faced with in v7?  (adultery, power, increased advantage)  In v8-9, what are some grounds on which Joseph refuses?  What is the danger in v10?  (temptation won’t go away!)


Genesis 39: 11-16 

Things get worse
In v11-12, what wise attempt do we see Joseph make, despite the outcome?  (he moves away from the temptation)  How would you describe the new plot that Potiphar’s wife hatches in v13-16?  What are Joseph’s options now?  

Genesis 39: 17-21a

The Lord was with him
What further action do we hear about in v17-20?  Why is this so unfair to Joseph?  (fabricated, he has no defense, she is not challenged)  What might v20-21a suggest is in Joseph’s favor specifically?

2. On p4 our lesson author says, “In our careers, relationships and personal lives, we all face temptations…This is especially so when integrity seems to go unrewarded while the underhanded prosper.”  From scripture, what have you learned thus far about how God would guide us to respond to injustice and inequities?

3. How does Ro 8: 35-39 relate to this passage?   

4. On p9 our lesson author says, “We all experience times of ‘torment and tribulation’—some people more than others—but this is part of life, and the Bible makes no attempt to hide that fact or to promise an easy life.”  What do you believe about hardship and God?  What might some believe God’s protection should/will keep them completely safe from suffering?  What are the dangers of this kind of belief?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour does less technical work than usual. But, he’ll share a couple of fun, brief illustrations you can use.  What he will give you is good background on Midianites, Ishmaelites and on Potiphar.  In “Conclusion,” he sheds light on God at work in 3 ways from Joseph’s story.

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Jesus’ prayer that asks ultimately that God’s will be done is a worthy guide for our own needs.

      b. Let’s take the writer’s suggestion: write a prayer of petition.  Ask God for strength and guidance.

2. We cannot always recognize when and how God is at work.  Pray this week in thanks for God’s ongoing protection.  Pray for vision, that you might better see God’s guidance and keeping.  

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p8 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  I like that our lesson writer wants us to apply this to “motivations.”  That gives us something to work with beyond the “ought-to” thing.

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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