Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for December 4, 2011

A Blessing for All Nations
Genesis 12: 1-9

Focal Outline:
Genesis 12: 1-3
I will show you 



Genesis 12: 4-7 
The Lord Appeared to Abram




Genesis 12: 8-9
Calling on the name of the Lord

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. God asked a lot of Abram.  But by participating faithfully, Abraham came away with great reward!  

2. God’s promise to Abram starts with the notion that he will be given all that he truly needs for the journey.

3. Seeing God’s hand of guidance may be best viewed in retrospect.  Part of our prayer ought to be “thanks!”

4. How we live our lives will separate the believers from the pretenders.  

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What kind of demanding call do you suspect God might like to ask of you?  

2. How does what you need for God’s journey differ from what you want in life?

3. How different might your prayer be if you made a concentrated, specific effort to look back and give thanks?

4. The grace of Salvation aside, does your living speak of great belief-- or of great appearances?

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Abraham’s step of faith was a risk.  He had no guarantee that he would receive the blessings God promised… So our lesson writer observes this week.  Isn’t that the story of your own faith, when you think back?  We make bold claims.  In our most fervent moments, we even count on what we believe.  But in the end, what are we really sure of getting back in exchange for our faithfulness?  Put that dynamic in play as you read this text.  And, do one other thing—consider how you interact with God.  This week, I think one opportunity we have is to consider how our risk…our faithful living…and our prayers all connect up!

What difference in your prayer life would it make if you dedicated one session occasionally to looking back?  Silent reflection without all the formula that many of us lapse into when we pray.  Just looking back,  seeing the images of your life.  Remembering the stories of where you have risked or given.  Maybe recalling the specific actions you have taken that were driven by your belief.  Assessing times when God has called on you, and then you found God to be faithful in seeing those situations through.  That kind of prayer.

Okay, okay.  Advent is starting and we aren’t studying from a Gospel.  I know.  But if you step closer, you may find this to be much more readily your own Good News story.  Abram is the starting place.  Abraham is the name of a man who looked into the rearview mirror to see that he was well into a journey of faithful response.  What might your new name be this Advent?  

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1.  Abram.  Most of us think of this as Abraham’s name when he was younger.  But, discuss in your group: what are some of the things that were recognized in this new name of Abraham as Genesis unfolds?

2. What are some of the riskiest moves you’ve made in life?  Share within the group, allowing members time to tell brief stories.  Ask: when it comes to your faith—what might be the biggest risk God has asked you to take?

3. What types of things do you find yourself thanking God for?  Share around the group, listening to members tell of their gratefulness.  How often are you specific in your prayer, recalling your thanks for how God has provided or rewarded you?  What might some of those blessings be?  Talk this over in your group.

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p100 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  This exercise will give you a chance at the very beginning to recognize that Advent is here—and we are studying from Genesis!

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Genesis 12: 1-3
I will show you 

What promises do v1-3 make to Abram?  In what ways do you now understand those promises to have been kept?  What demands are made of Abram in v1-3 in exchange for these blessings?


Genesis 12: 4-7 
The Lord Appeared to Abram
What action does Abram take in v4 that we can be challenged by?  (he left; he did what was asked by God!)  How comprehensive a response did he make, based on v4b-6?  (took his family, possessions; traveled great distance)  What further promise did God make in v7?  

Genesis 12: 8-9
Calling on the name of the Lord
What else do we see Abram do in v8?  (continued where God had called him; he called on the Lord)  In v9, how does today’s text end?  (Abram is still following God’s call)  What are we to learn from this?

2. On p90 our lesson author says, “The purposes of God can be beyond human understanding.  Because God sees the overall picture of human history, the place we occupy…may seem incongruent at first.”  Since God’s call on each of may differ, how do you reconcile dynamics like these with your own sense of responsibility?  

3. How does Gal 2:7-8 relate to this passage?   How about He 11: 1-8?

4. On p92 our lesson author says, “We don’t always see God’s hand guiding us until we look back. Spend time in prayer and recall times in your life when God intervened and directed you to a specific place…”  Looking back at your experience, what are some times when you sense that God moved powerfully?  How was the Kingdom built up in that?  How were you built up?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour leads with a differentiation between general calls and specific calls.  At the bottom of p69, he’ll also remind you of the Hebrew practice of changing names to describe new chapters of life.  (Abram vs Abraham)  P70-1 will yield some good background on who Abram was, and the nature of his call/responses.  See “Conclusion” for 3 lessons we could draw from Abraham’s experience.  

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Living in God’s ways will sometimes feel contrary to what comes naturally to us.    

      b. How can you take a tug—such as giving lavishly or helping someone greatly—and do more for God?

2. Spend time in prayer this week—but use that prayer in a specific way: resist formula, habit and distraction.  Looking back, give thanks for ways God has called you and then provided what you needed!  

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p105 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  This will be more of a reflection for your group members—but a good one.   Enjoy!

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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