Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for November 6, 2011

Forgiving as God’s People  
Matthew 5: 17-26

Focal Outline:
Matthew 5: 17-20

Jesus fulfills the Law 




Matthew 5: 21-22
 
Emotions under control




Matthew 5: 23-26

Go and be reconciled

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Living in close, intimate relationships means seeing ourselves—and others-- as we really are.  

2. The Law had not been intended as a divider of people.  Likewise, our faith is not intended to divide us.

3. Some anger is understandable, and justified even.  When our anger has control of us, we have a problem.

4. Reconciliation is not practical or easy.  There is cost, even.  Jesus wants us to feel the urgency of wholeness.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. How does your practice of faith unite you with others?  How do the gaps in your faith cause division?

2. What are the blessings of your closest relationships?  What are the greatest challenges of relationships?

3. What are the sources of your most common frustrations?  What does maintaining control demand of you?

4. How costly has reconciliation been in your life experience?  What are some costs of not reconciling?

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Do we believe Jesus?  Do we take Him at his word?  I do not want us to get sidetracked from where this week’s lesson fits within the greater unit of lessons.  However, I do want to raise that question with regard to Jesus’ first words in v17.  In our zeal to have Christ do something radically different within the New Testament gospels, we can often overlook His own statements.  What if some of us paid more attention to how Jesus did in fact continue what God had been working toward from the earliest pages of Genesis?  What difference might that make, if we see Jesus’ teachings as attempting to move us in the same directions as the original Law?  In other words, to get us to work toward Shalom with one another.

Forgiveness and reconciliation are at the heart of human relationships.  Have you ever caught yourself in a season where you had become so God-focused that you were a little neglectful of your relationships?  You have heard me mention before that I believe the Church has done a disservice with regard to the practice of forgiveness.  In our zeal to tell people they should forgive, we haven’t been completely honest about what forgiving entails! 

In my view we have ceremonialized forgiveness, and placed unfair (unrealistic even) expectations on the practice.  Reconcilation is tough work.  A messy venture with some risk involved.  If the hurt has been deep enough, these resolutions will not be quick in coming.  We may forgive, but unlike God we are not likely to forget.  What we give up in order to forgive is costly.  Is it any wonder we are not so good at this vital practice?

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. The Law.  When you hear that, what do you think of?  Discuss as a group and summarize: what was the Law originally intended to in God’s kingdom?  How do you believe Jesus relates to the Old Testament Law?  

2. Where do you experience rigidness in your life?  Is it in your community, home, work place, country or church?  Why?  What has evolved that caused structure to become something other than helpful there?

3. Do you believe Jesus?  Talk over responses to that question.  Push past the obligatory “Well yeah…of course!” type responses.  What does it really mean to believe Jesus?  On what teachings might you doubt Him?

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p71 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  Now, if your group doesn’t really do honesty then don’t do this discussion.  I predict someone will try to say, “I don’t really get angry…”

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Matthew 5: 17-20

Jesus fulfills the Law 

What has taken place in Matthew 5 to bring us to this text?  In v17-18, discuss with your group what you all hear Jesus saying.  Why is this important theologically?  How do v19-20 support His claim from v17-18?  


Matthew 5: 21-22
 
Emotions under control
What is the central human emotion behind the action in v21-22?  (our lesson writer focuses on “anger”)  What points seem to be made in these 2 verses?  (progressive levels of anger, acting on that anger causes damage, consequences of that damage escalate with the damage)  Why is murder seemingly the least offense of these?

Matthew 5: 23-26

Go and be reconciled
What action is prescribed in v23-4?  (reconciliation)  What priority do v24-25 seem to place on reconciliation?  Why is the urgency so spiritually important?  Why so relationally important?  

2. On p63 our lesson author says, “Living in deep connections with others means that we see not only their strengths but also their weaknesses…Anger may be part of our human relationships, but Jesus teaches that it should be kept in perspective.”  How does this fit with your faith?  How does this differ from your belief?

3. How does Ge 9: 6 relate to this passage?   How about 2 Co 5: 16-19?

4. On p65 our lesson author says, “God’s intent involved living, speaking and thinking in ways that prevent harm to others physically, emotionally and spiritually…The danger comes when anger takes over and we are…being controlled by it.”  Being specific, how do these insights challenge your personhood?  Your faith?

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour is going to challenge us all with the story he leads with (p49).  On p49-50, he offers a comparison/contrast between the righteousness of the Pharisees vs. Jesus.  See his key point on p50: the new righteousness from Jesus does NOT do away with the righteousness intended by the Law.  Jesus urges immediate action, so that reconciliation’s healing power may work!  See p52 for 3 big Conclusions!

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. We can assume we have learned all this is to know about the Bible’s teachings.  

      b. Jesus calls us to have new ears to hear old truths.  What can help you refresh your hearing? 

2. What do you understand forgiveness to entail?  Pray this week, that God will help you to an even deeper understanding of forgiveness’ power.  How does reconciliation differ from forgiveness?  

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p76 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Talk through ways in which we can use this text to create newness in our own, individual lives. 

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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