Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for October 9, 2011

The Superiority of Wisdom  
Ecclesiastes 9: 13-18

Focal Outline:
Ecclesiastes 9: 13-14

Life brings an opportunity for wisdom




Ecclesiastes 9: 15-16 

Saved by wisdom




Ecclesiastes 9: 17-18

Wisdom is greater than might!

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. We won’t find ultimate satisfaction in things or money.  And, being entertained will never suffice as purpose.

2. As Christians, we cannot expect to immediately have wisdom.  Discipline is a must for all Believers.

3. We take for granted what others have done for us.  Sometimes, the wise speak up but are soon forgotten.  

4. God’s wisdom does not have to shout or shock.  God’s wisdom is often very quiet.  Not pushy or rash.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. Where would you say that you have tended to seek satisfaction, to this point in your life?  

2. What do you believe are some specific spiritual disciplines that might nurture God’s wisdom in your life?

3. Why are the most beneficial results of true wisdom sometimes the easiest to forget?   

4. How can you eliminate some “noise” in your life so that God has a clearer chance to speak?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

….the struggle we all have: to find value and purpose in life.  This is the assessment of Ecclesiastes, as stated by our lesson writer.  That sounds like a fair treatment for the purposes of this unit of lessons.  Some of us come to the quest sooner, some later.  But, my suspicion is that all of us really do begin to search for meaning.  Reason.  Legacy.  We wonder “what it’s all been about” at some point.  Far from trying to be Peter Pan, to grow up instead within God’s kingdom can lead us right to these very commodities.  God’s kind of wisdom will lead, correct, teach and redeem if we allow the power to work in our souls!

Each of us has a favorite wisdom story.  Maybe we found it in the Bible.  Maybe the lesson is taught through a fable or even a short story.  Sometimes, real life makes its own stories that are etched in our minds.  One of my favorites is Shel Silverstein’s story, The Giving Tree.  Ostensibly, this is just a children’s book.  However, the reader soon learns that his audience is as broad as humanity itself.  In each era of life, the character has a chance to learn and does not.  I find that life illustrates Silverstein’s story again and again.  
Do people have to shout to get your attention?  Literally or figuratively, do you find people having to poke you with their finger in order to get through to you?  Does the level of self-created drama threaten to drown out the other voices that would save you sometimes?  God’s voice is often very quiet.  Easy to miss.  God’s stubborn pursuit of us will not relent.  But, God is not likely to be the loudest voice calling to us.  Only the wisest and most persistent.  What might you need to adjust in order to give God a fair chance to be heard?

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Impressed.  Now there is a word that carries power.  So, discuss within your group: what wisdom has impressed you?  Why?  Who has been impressive in your life because of their wisdom?  Why is this?

2. Why do car dealers shout at us on tv commercials?  For that matter why do networks turn the volume up on commercials especially at night?  What makes so much of the true wisdom in life hard to hear?  (notice that our lesson writer will end the lesson pointing out that the words of the wise are often very quiet!)  

3. What was your favorite story from childhood?  Share in your group what story you liked to hear over and over.  Was there a lesson you eventually realized was the central point to this story?  What was that?  

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p42 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  You have a chance for stories, qualities and wisdom to flow into your group with this one.  Give it a try!

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Ecclesiastes 9: 13-14

Life brings an opportunity for wisdom

To make his point in this section, what type of teaching will be used?  (a story or parable)  What dynamics already make this story seem to be an impossible problem?   


Ecclesiastes 9: 15-16 

Saved by wisdom
Go through v15 and list what your group can learn from the hero.  In 15b, what quality of wise people do we notice?  (not always rewarded, remembered)  In 16a, what is the teaching?  In 16b, what problems are noticed?

Ecclesiastes 9: 17-18

Wisdom is greater than might!
What does v17 mean for our living?  For our faith?  What is the lesson of v18?  Is there just one lesson there?  

2. On p39 our lesson author says, “As Christians, we cannot expect to simply open our Bibles and have the wisdom of God immediately bestowed upon us.  Developing godly wisdom requires commitment and discipleship.”  Beyond our agreement, what does this truth imply for your own spiritual growth?    

3. How does 1Ki 3: 5-14 relate to this passage?   How about Ep 6: 12-17?

4. On p41 our lesson author says, “Sometimes, speaking out against injustice can invite persecution.  Just because you do what’s right doesn’t mean that people won’t ignore you and disregard your wisdom.”  Think about specific people in history for whom this is true.  When has this been true in your own wisdom living?

‘

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour dives right in with 2 themes he sees in Ecclesiastes.  His work with key words (such as wisdom, poor and wise) and phrases will help you.  On p31, see his work with an important phrase in v15b.  See his “Conclusion” on p32-3 for 3 key reminders that this text brings to us!    

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. People search for the great mysteries, when sometimes the more obvious truths of God need to work!

      b. Pray that God will help you as you open yourself to what seeking “wisdom” needs to mean for your life.

2. Wisdom has tremendous power.  Whether universally appreciated, or not, wisdom’s ability to work is a gift from God.  Wisdom will win the day, as Brian Harbour says.  How might this be true?

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p46 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Lead your group in this closing reflection as they seek God’s guidance and discipline.   

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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