Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for October 30, 2011

Living as God’s People  
Matthew 5: 1-12

Focal Outline:
Matthew 5: 1-2

A time to teach 




Matthew 5: 3-9
 
Blessings of kingdom living




Matthew 5: 10-12

Costs of kingdom living

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Much of what Jesus taught about the coming Kingdom of God is in reverse to our normal assumptions. 

2. The Beatitudes of Jesus contained more than news about other people.  They call us all to act.

3. God’s kingdom has not yet fully come.  But, in our churches—and in our lives—we see glimpses!    

4. Those who would follow Jesus are called to live “out of step” with the prevailing value system.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What blind spots, biases or assumptions might prevent you from more fully experiencing God’s kingdom?

2. What parts of the Beatitudes sound like they aren’t relevant to you?  Instead, how might Jesus want us to act?

3. When do you believe you have seen glimpses of the kingdom that is to be?  

4. What might living more counter to the culture mean for you?   

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

I talked just this week with someone who had been given a group to teach, and an Old Testament text as her assignment.  She wondered, “Can you help me to think of a New Testament connection that I can call up for my group?”  Well, here we go now.  Jesus Teaches Wisdom.  This is our new unit title.  Keep that binding thought in mind as you approach these next lessons.  We will be studying from The Sermon on the Mount for these few weeks.  Jesus brings a New Testament model that continues some of the Old Testament wisdom we have been studying recently.  So, try to make that connection as we now move into Matthew’s gospel.  

Blessedness is something I could suppose most of us are interested in.  Elizabeth, my wife, does a million little things that help others.  But, she also has a fun sense of humor.  When someone notices her doing a favor she’ll often respond, “Well you know me—I just want to be a blessing.”  I think we all certainly want to be blessed in life.  But, being a blessing?  I don’t know.  Yet, this is exactly the umbrella call that Jesus extends.  To invert our blessedness focus, and instead for us to become a blessing for others around!
He was very specific in some of the ways God’s kingdom would be built.  By blessing others with humility, mercy, comfort, and nourishment we build God’s kingdom. By making peace and by becoming more pure of heart, we build God’s kingdom.  All of these notions, we would vote in favor of.  It’s time for us to be real, though—don’t many of these sound like fantastic ideas for someone else to live by?  As for me—well, I have ways I’m comfortable living life.  I have my patterns and biases.  In fact—I feel downright blessed!

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. The Sermon on the Mount.  When you hear that description, what reactions or images come to mind?  Talk within your group about what they know about this section in Matthew.  What are is a “Beatitude?”  

2. “Blessed are the..….”  Talk within your group about some ways our prevailing culture might fill in that blank.  Who are considered to be the blessed?  How do these differ from what we know Jesus to have taught?

3. Do you trust Jesus?  Talk over responses to that question.  Push past the obligatory “Well yeah…of course!” type responses.  What does it really mean to trust Jesus?  What may we end up doing if we really trust Jesus?

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p64 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  I like that Alicia Davis Porterfield approaches the Sermon on the Mount from the standpoint of our own happiness!  

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


  Matthew 5: 1-2

A time to teach 

Why were there “crowds” around Jesus?  (see the last few verses of ch4—people were following him around)  In v1, what does His “sitting down” tell us he planned to do?  (teach)  


Matthew 5: 3-9
 
Blessings of kingdom living
In v3, who exactly is blessed?  How does being poor “in spirit” differ from general poverty?  Talk through v4-9, asking “who” you understand the blessed to be in each case.  What is the difference between “meekness” and “weakness,” for instance?  What does it mean to “hunger” or “thirst” for righteousness?

Matthew 5: 10-12

Costs of kingdom living
What kind of persecution is blessed in v10?  What might this mean for us today?  In v11-12, what difficulties can we expect on Christ’s behalf?  Why will we be “blessed?”  How could one misuse v11-12?

2. On p58 our lesson author says, “Because Jesus is talking about the kingdom of heaven that has come but is not yet complete, the blessings have both a present and future reality.”  Is this a fair analysis of the Beatitudes?  Why?  2,000 years later, how do you feel about this same message Jesus delivered back then?  Why is that?

3. How does Lk 18: 9-14 relate to this passage?   How about 2 Co 12: 10?

4. On p61 our lesson author says, “In our churches, we see glimpses of this kingdom when mercy is offered in stead of condemnation, and when meekness and dependence on God is uplifted.”  When/how have you seen such glimpses of the coming kingdom in church life?  Talk this over within your group.  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour is going to propose helpful understandings of these Beatitudes, one at a time.  One key understanding is that “meek” = strength under control.  Take these kinds of understandings into your teaching!  See the “Conclusion” for 3 compelling lessons this text brings.    

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Some questions from the lesson: Do we trust Jesus enough to hear this sermon in openness?

      b. What parts of the Beatitudes do you tend to follow more easily?  Which parts make you struggle? 

2. One central issue of the Beatitudes will be how we resolve our understandings of what strength really is, versus what we believe to be weakness.  Challenge the ways you view strength all over again!

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p69 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Talk through the implications of this text for what we are supposed to actually do as we live out these values.

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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