Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for October2, 2011

An Ordered Life
  
Proverbs 29: 16-27

Focal Outline:
Proverbs 29: 16, 22, 24, 27

Healthy ways and less healthy ways




Proverbs 29: 17-21, 23, 25-26
Blessed is the one who keeps the law

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Children expend much energy striving for fairness and justice.  Adults need laws to give order, too.

2. God’s laws were not given in order to restrict.  They brought safety and trust to life.  

3. Trusting God enough to live by God’s ways is a discipline.  We choose everyday whether we will trust!

4. God wants what is best for us.  We were created to live in freedom--- freedom to follow God or not.  

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What purpose, really, do God’s laws and teachings serve toward our freedom?

2. How do we find safety and trust through the laws of God for our living?  How does that work?

3. What are some of the daily choices wherein you choose to live in God’s fairness and justice? 

4. As relates to God’s guidance, how do you understand “freedom?”  
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

God can be trusted to lead us in the right direction.  Our lesson writer shares those words toward the end of our session.  Think for just a moment about your own journey of trusting God.  How have you found this to be true?  And, what have been some times when  you would have doubted the veracity of that trust?  God wants what is best for us.  These words also come from within our lesson.  Do you believe this?  And, if so—why?  These types of issues form the bedrock of our faith in God through Christ.  For most of us, these are not finalized in onetime decisions.  Instead, we journey with them all of our lives.

Years ago, I went to return a rental car in Miami.  From my starting place, I took the interstate until the exit I had been told to use.  Some directions I had got me most of the way.  But, that last mile or so I must have thought I was lost half a dozen times.  Just as I would doubt the directions, the nationally known rental car agency would have a sign nailed to a utility pole telling me to turn.  I would turn, and then start to feel lost again.  About that time, another sign.  This repeated and repeated.  Never once was I really lost.  
Life in trust of God can feel that way.  Nice people really do sometimes finish last.  Trusting people get taken advantage of sometimes.  Bad people can (in the short run) come out on top.  And, yes…there are bad people.  Meanwhile, faithful servants seem to get hit with misfortune sometimes.  So, what nurtures your trust in God’s direction?  What keeps on making you choose God’s ways again and again in life?  Follow these proverbs.  Weigh them out against your life experience.  Where is God in these?  

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Live peacefully and justly.  What do those words mean to you?  Yes, they sound good.  They sound like what the bible would teach.  Let’s go beyond those affirmations: talk over what this kind of living really implies!

2. When has someone’s word really turned out to be their bond?  Lead your group to share these stories.  What does it really mean for people to live in truth and fairness?  In justice?  

3. What are some specific ways in which you can show justice and mercy to others?  Talk this over in your group.  Perhaps a starting place is for the group to define “justice” and “mercy.”  

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p35 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  What question of your own would you add to this exercise so that your group starts off right?

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Proverbs 29: 16, 22, 24, 27

Healthy ways and less healthy ways

For believers, what hope is indicated in v16?  Why might this be true?  Why are these 2 personality weaknesses featured as particularly unhealthy in v22?  How do you summarize the truth in v24?  Seemingly obvious, but why do the evil and goodness oppose each other to the degree stated in v27?  


Proverbs 29: 17-21, 23, 25-26
Blessed is the one who keeps the law

From your life, how might v17 be so true?  What is the “revelation” spoken of in v18?  How do v19 and 21 relate to each other?  What point does v20 make for our living?  In what realm (or time) of life is v23 true?  How would you apply v25-26 to your own life?  If you take all the verses in this section, what ties them together?

2. On p34 our lesson author says, “The Bible makes it clear that we are supposed to get involved in the act of justice.  We have a civic and moral duty to support the righteous and to resist wickedness.”  Most of us would “second” this, but what makes this so tough to put into action at times?  What does it mean to “get involved” in the act of justice?  

3. How does Ja 3: 5-6 relate to this passage?   How about Mt 6: 33?  Or Gal 6: 7?

4. On p36 our lesson author says, “Trusting God is a discipline, not just a choice.  We must go to God daily and offer our trust.”  Consider of this whole paragraph as a group.  Have someone read the last sentence aloud.  What do you hear in this?  Discuss what these affirmations of faith really mean for our living.   

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour uses a illustration from the life of George Washington.  He points out that these Proverbs relate specifically to our home lives.  He will identify anger, pride, greed and insecurity as among the qualities these Proverbs address!  His overall conclusion may come on the bottom of p27—an “ordered” life with God only comes to those who choose to live righteousness.  

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Our lesson writer says, “Justice exists in God.  But, wickedness exists in human hearts.” (p33)

      b. Pray that God will help you, anew, in your quest to narrow the gap between human and the Divine.

2. God wants what is best for us.  Do you believe this to be true?  If so, why?  How does the reality of freedom couple with our need to follow God’s ways so closely?  

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p40 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Lead your group in this closing reflection as they seek God’s guidance and discipline.   

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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