Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for September 4, 2011

Righteousness and Wisdom 
  
Proverbs 3: 1-12

Focal Outline:
Proverbs 3: 1-4

Hold onto these words




Proverbs 3: 5-10

Trust in the Lord

Proverbs 3: 11-12

Benefits of discipline

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Proverbs were a way of teaching wisdom so that lives could be healthier and more meaningful.

2. Consider the week you have ahead.  Consider where God’s teachings fit in your life.

3. The array of choices and distractions we have can cost us focus.  The Lord’s ways will be our best focus.  

4. Life is not always fair.  God would not hurt us.  But, life’s discipline can strengthen our faith!

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What are some of the most effective ways in which God’s truths have been taught to you?

2. What wisdom from God has served you best so far?  What is a growing edge where God needs to teach you?

3. How is your dedication and focus on God most easily taken away?  How might you adjust this even a little?

4. How would you teach your Creation if you were God?  Where do life’s hardships fit in with God’s love?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Okay, okay.  I will probably regret fawning over a Sunday School lesson.  And, realizing that beauty is always in the eye of the beholder—you may see things differently.  But, I believe you are going to enjoy this lesson.  Fact is, the whole unit has great potential!  First, of all, I believe the subject matter is central to attaching our faith and our lives.  And, I have a fascination with Old Testament “wisdom literature.”  But, now, let me really say what I am thinking: I believe we have ourselves a very good lesson writer here.  Flat out, I just enjoyed working with the words the author has pulled together.  I hope you will, too.

All that aside, we have these Hebrew proverbs begging for our attention.  They do so on behalf of a loving God who realizes the fragile human attention-span.  Distracted here, misguided there.  Productive and righteous one day, selfish and greedy the next.  There are healthier ways to live, and there are hurtful ways.  Victories can be too costly, and goodness can be so risky.  Where does God fit in among all the myriad of choices and voices we attend to?  
Notice the illustration from Parker Palmer in this week’s lesson.  Read this and let the wisdom settle in.  Consider whether you have noticed this same pattern in your own life.  How has God guided you thus far?  And, who (or what) has taught you spiritual wisdom most effectively?  These are just a few of the directions you might go in this week as you wade into these teachings.  Proverbs are wise sayings.  Life is a winding adventure.  What will keep you on course?  

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Each of us should wish to leave a spiritual legacy.  What might yours be?  Think for a moment—what would seem to be some of God’s highest priorities for our living?  Be specific.  Talk it over in your group.

2. Think of a typical day in your life.  What are some types of decisions you might be called upon to make in a normal day?  Talk this over, with someone recording responses for the group.  

3. Righteousness.  Wisdom.  We use these words a lot in church.  When we do, what are we actually talking about in God’s kingdom?  Talk this over in your group, so that there is common language for the study time.  

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p6 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  I like the potential this exercise has.  Make up, or collect, a few more of your own proverbs to beef up this discussion.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Proverbs 3: 1-4

Hold onto these words

What seems to be the purpose of these Proverbs, as summarized in v1-2?  (memorable teachings that make for healthier living)  In v3, what values are central to these “commands?”  (love, faithfulness)  What results are promised in v4?  How could this turn out to be so?


Proverbs 3: 5-10

Trust in the Lord
How are we to do what v5 instructs?  What does v6 mean?  V7-8 extol virtues of wisdom: what are they?  V9-10 make what case for benevolent returns to God?  How can this last teaching be true in our lives?    


Proverbs 3: 11-12

Benefits of discipline

What are v11-12 really saying, in your understanding of them?  What does this mean for us, theologically?  How so, compared with your life experience under God?

2. On p7 our lesson author says, “We make many choices, and in the end, our choices make us.  We continue to learn our whole lives, often from past mistakes….It would be a shame to live and not learn.”  What are the benefits of our mistakes?  What are some of the true costs of our mistakes?    

3. How does Pr 1: 1-4 relate to this passage?  How about Ac 17: 31? 

4. On p11 our lesson author says, “One lesson we all must accept is that life isn’t always fair.  A person can practice ‘love and faithfulness’ and can ‘trust in the Lord’ constantly, but in the end they can still endure hardship.”  How should the end results of our living relate to the wisdom by which we make our choices?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour poses some real life figures for us to compare intelligence—or giftedness—to “wisdom.”  These are key differences for us all to be clear on.  So, how does God’s gift of wisdom differ from other human abilities?  He will give you several key Hebrew translations, including one for “evil”: something that contradicts God’s original and ongoing intention.  See “Conclusion” for 3 suggestions!

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. You are being watched.  No, really.  Others notice your highest moments and your best decisions.

      b. What are 3 spiritual lessons you would like to leave behind for those who value God’s wisdom?

2. What is one biblical teaching that could help you live a more wise and righteous week?  Write down a passage from scripture and keep it where you will see it at least daily.  Repeat the words.  Pray on them!

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p11 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Help your group to hear the specific assessments that they might take with them into next week.

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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