Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for September 25, 2011

Wisdom and Discernment
  
Proverbs 25: 1-10

Focal Outline:
Proverbs 25: 1-3

Mystery is God’s province




Proverbs 25: 4-7a

Meaning will not be found here

Proverbs 25: 7b-10

Resolution is tricky to find

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. In order to live healthy lives, we have two relational dimensions to nurture: people and God.

2. God’s ways are hard to see; we can never fully grasp what our Creator does.  We are called to be faithful!
3. Not all relationships can be made healthy.  We are better off to keep our distance where discord lives!

4. Relationships will eventually have problems.  How we resolve that conflict will determine our health.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. How do you maintain the balance and constancy of living in both these vital realms?

2. If we will never fully grasp the mystery of God, then what is the point of even trying to grow in faith?

3. Why can’t all the relationships in our lives be made healthy?  Why are some better off left alone?

4. What standards or values should guide our efforts at conflict resolution?

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Wisdom and discernment.  One person has been quoted as saying, “You hire for judgement; you train for skill.”  Let’s face it: relationships are tricky.  And, we live in the dual realities of horizontal and vertical relationships.  That is our lesson writer’s way of reminding us of the complexity we live within.  We relate to God, and are accountable in an ultimate way to our Lord.  But--lest we be “So heavenly-minded that we are no earthly good”--we have to also cultivate healthy relationships with people around us.  There are people who dedicate their lives to God, but don’t…ummm…do too well with people.  To say the least.

Then again, there are some folks who live pretty successful lives by many measures.  They just don’t seem to get around to developing their spiritual faith in God.  Wisdom and discernment.  For those of us who seek God’s presence, God has a hope for us!  That hope is that we will multiply God’s presence…you guessed it…among other people.  Clearly, we need wisdom and discernment for living within the mysteries of the spirit and within the complexity of earth.  There are healthy ways, and less healthy ways, of living both relationships.
Humility and purity are good starting places.  I am again drawn to Jesus’ send-off of the disciples: “See, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves.  Therefore, be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”  (Mt 10:16)  Sorry folks.  We actually have to pay attention to what we do.  We need to learn from our experiences, strive for healthy balance, and pray for God’s greatest gifts of wisdom and judgement.  Waiting on God to just sort everything out is not what these Proverbs suggest.  How do you nurture your wisdom and discernment?

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Let’s follow the lesson author’s lead: What kind of behaviors will strengthen relationships?  Why?  What kinds of behaviors will weaken relationships?  Talk this over, and have someone list responses for the group.

2. Think back to a spiritual season when you felt close to God.  Is there a spiritual discipline that you practiced then, that you might benefit from reviving now?  What discipline might you need to practice intentionally?
3. What are some behaviors that you have, within your capability, that nurture peace?  Choose one, and consider a specific relationship or setting that needs you to follow through with this action now!  

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p27 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  If that sounds too much like, #1 in this section, then look at “Remember When” under Teach Options (p33).

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Proverbs 25: 1-3
Mystery is God’s province

What is the significance of Hezekiah’s mention in v1, in attribution to Solomon?  Read v2-3 with your group, discussing the meaning.  What is the wisdom lesson here?  


Proverbs 25: 4-7a
Meaning will not be found here

Read v4-7a, discussing within the group.  See the Uniform Study Guide’s comments on this section.  What are the implications for us in this wisdom?  Within our communities?  Within our church or private lives?


Proverbs 25: 7b-10
Resolution is tricky to find

In v7b-10, how does this Proverb speak to conflict resolution?  (prudence, thoughtfulness in conflict)  If we assume that conflict is inevitable, how does this affect your hearing of this section?

2. On p26 our lesson author says, “God’s ways are often concealed.  The almighty is a mystery of wonder and grace, so we can never fully understand the ways of God, but seeking understanding is the foundation to a growing relationship with God.”  How does this summary match up with your experience with God?  If we will never fully know God’s ways, what is the use of trying?  Why does God exist in such mystery anyway?

3. How does Lk 14: 8-11 relate to this passage?   How about Ecclesiastes 3: 11?

4. On p27 our lesson author says, “Removing a bad influence can be hard.  Most of us know the people who rob our spirit, but we often lack the conviction to remove them.  Discernment involves both sight and courage.”  Lead your group in discussing reactions to this statement.  How does this connect with today’s text?  What will you do with this wisdom?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour helps us make sense of v1-3 especially.  I confess: I struggled until reading his brief perspective.  He offers help with some key words on p20.  We get a bonus illustration on p21.  On p22, don’t miss Harbour’s labor with a key phrase from v 8 that colors how one hears the proverb!    

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Why do we live in patterns that cycle between health and calamity?  What forces drive your decisions?

      b. Pray that God will lead you in patience, wisdom and discernment for your living.  Pray continually!

2. How have you made peace with the “mystery” of God?  How do you explain/understand the mystery of God’s being?  Journey this week with your awareness of that mystery. Pray that God will guide you!

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p32 of the Uniform Teaching Guide.  More than an exercise, this may guide a reflection time as you close.  For more discussion, see “Go and Do Likewise” on p33. 

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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