Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for August 7, 2011

Walk in God’s Path
  
Judges 13: 1-8, 24-25

Focal Outline:
Judges 13: 1


Here we go again




Judges 13: 2-5

A life of discipline 

Judges 13: 6-8, 24-25

Cooperating with God

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. What we do, and become, is dependent on both God and us.  We have a great deal of responsibility in life.

2. Mired in distraction and weakness, we may forget God.  Or, convince our selves that God does not care.

3. Samson’s ethic was self-determined.  His exercise of freedom excluded God in many ways.  

4. Wisdom comes not only from God, but also from us.  We are to meet God’s gifts with wise living!

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What do I rely on in my life:  myself more?  Or, God?  How should these sources for life be balanced?

2. What would it take for God to lose interest and care about my life?  

3. What are the limits of personal freedom and choice?  Where does God fit in to all of my freedoms?

4. What is “wise” living?  What does that look like?  What is un-wise living?  How would you describe that?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

A public school teacher of mine would read to us each morning from a children’s bible story book.  I recall how most of these stories filled me with wonder.  My parents also had a collection of children’s Bible story books.  I read from them often.  The Samson story always left me spellbound.  The image I had for what he looked like was vivid.  From the perspective of these collections, Samson comes off heroic, virtuous and dedicated to God.  I am thankful for these bible stories!

Today, I wonder how much we still try to study our bibles as we did when we were children?  Of course, Jesus wisely taught that we each have to approach life in the kingdom of God as children.  He was right.  But we aren’t children, are we?  We need to ask the questions that Samson raises.  We need to notice his weakness, and Israel’s pattern of life that necessitated him in the first place.  Samson was equally heroic and flawed!
No, in those early days I never pondered the Judges’ Cycle.  Samson’s hubris never caught my ear, because life had not attuned me to those nuances yet.  But, we can’t overlook them now.  Do you allow yourself the luxury of having heroes?  My sense is that most of us are slower to lionize even those who do tremendous good.  We intuit that, at best, God’s “saints” are high-achieving enigmas.  Capable of shining moments, balanced with unique weaknesses.  God uses us creatively.  God uses us redemptively.  That includes you!

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. How much of our “success” is a result of nature vs. nurture?  Although this could be your only topic this session, talk this over for a few minutes in your group.  What is God responsible for?  What are we responsible for in the equation?  

2. When was the last time you felt you heard an urging from God?  What was God prompting you to do?  How did you respond?  Why?  

3. What is some wisdom your parents instilled in you?  Share within the group some specific bits of wisdom that came from childhood training.  How have you followed or disregarded that wisdom?  What difference has this made in your life—good or bad?  

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p101 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  I had to read a couple of times to get the question posed for discussion.  Also, on p107, parts of the first “Teaching Option” could open.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Judges 13: 1


Here we go again

What bits of perspective do we gain from this verse?  (evil, again, Philistines as captors)  


Judges 13: 2-5

A life of discipline
In v2-3, what does God have to work with in raising up a leader here?  What specific instructions come in v4-5?  Why is this important for the child?  What do you believe God is trying to teach here?


Judges 13: 6-8, 24-25

Cooperating with God

In v6-7, how does the woman react to these instructions?  What does Manoah’s response in v8 indicate about him?  (open to God, faithful, trust)  What do we miss with v9-23 not being included?  What evidence of God’s preparation is shown in v24-25?  

2. On p89 our lesson author says, “Nevertheless, what people do and become is still their responsibility, as we will see with Samson.”  Do you agree/disagree?  Why?  If you did not do so in the opening moments, talk over the balance of responsibility that lies with God vs. us in determining what we become.  

3. How does Pr 10: 1-8 relate to this passage?  

4. On p91 our lesson author says, “As physically strong as Samson may have been, he was weak in the area of trusting God and doing what was right in the Lord’s eyes.”  What are some other ways in which you would describe Samson’s relationship with God?  What strength do you rely on to the point of weakness under God?

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour works with some of the basic background of where Samson fits in perspective with his fellow O. T. judges.  Hebrew words of “angel,” Nazirite and Samson are translated.  Harbour posts Samson as a microcosm of the larger Judges’ Cycle pattern.  See “Conclusion” for 3 lessons!

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. How have you prepared, up to this point, for what God has asked you to be/do?  

      b. Pray this week on a daily basis that God will help you to truly prepare and grow for what lies ahead.

2. There is a saying: “Failure is not a crime--- failure to learn from failure is.”  How might this saying apply to Israel’s patterns of living with God?  What can you adopt for your living from pondering this saying?

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p106 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Our lesson writer nudges us to be specific.  What is God’s plan?  Who might need our nurture along the way?    

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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