Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for August 28, 2011

Respecting Community Standards
  
Ruth 4: 1-10

Focal Outline:
Ruth 4: 1-2

Boaz starts to work 




Ruth 4: 3-6

An offer is made

Ruth 4: 7-10

Boaz completes the redemption

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Redemption is not limited to the work of The Christ.  God redeems us daily, in big ways and in small!

2. Even in chaos, God is working away at providence.  Ordering our lives so that good outcomes are possible.

3. Boaz lived by his sense of integrity, even though that opened him to risk and liability.  

4. Ruth’s story should encourage us all, for in some way we are foreigners and could be counted unworthy.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. Think back: when was the last time you noticed the redemptive work of God in your daily life?

2. What bridges the trust gap between chaos and order for you—when God’s work appears to be a mystery?

3. What makes respect and altruism worth the potential costs or liabilities they can add to your life?

4. How do you connect the actions of Ruth and Boaz to your life, so that they move forward in time?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Respecting  community standards.  My mind is flooding with memories.  Actually, faces and names are what are racing.  The movie screen in my mind is rolling a video, it seems, looping the people who have given back to the world around them.  And, who epitomize respect for their communities.  In some cases, the images are formed around the way in which they did things.  No one dramatic incident or moment in time.  Instead, a collage of their lives.  For others, the instances are very specific and contextual.  Maybe you have your own highlight reel that your mind could roll—of people who simply live life the right way.

I see my dad consistently showing up for work.  Opening and closing his business by the hours advertised.  Honoring the prices he has posted, and sharing in benevolence with those in need.  An older member, Bill, at my first church who constantly beautified our grounds—and showed up to serve with us in the community.  A mayor of a small town, realizing that an ordinance was unethical and unfair. What did he do?  Once upon a time he advised a property owner to sue his city, stating “we won’t stand a chance in court.”  
By some measure, each of these people did things the right way.  Oh, they could have gotten further “ahead” by minding their own business.  Just looking out for themselves.  So could Boaz.  He didn’t have to take Ruth and Naomi as far into his life as he did.  But, Boaz did.  And because of this, his own community (including OUR faith heritage) was never the same.  What little thing might you do today that could be labeled a “good deed”--- and in the process might strengthen the life-fabric of the people around you?

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. What are some boundaries that you believe define your community’s reasonable standards of behavior and expectation?  What might it take to cause you to exceed these?  What makes something “good” for everyone?

2. The Old Testament instructions about the kinsman redeemer were given to provide relief.  Prior to today’s group study, guide members to summarize their understandings of this.  How did this system work?  Why?

3. Community.  We use this word a lot in church.  What are some understandings that your group members have of community?  Talk this over, noting the various places in life that we tend to experience community.

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p122 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  Don’t miss our writer’s hint that Ruth might not have been the only one redeemed!  How might Boaz have also found new life here?

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Ruth 4: 1-2

Boaz starts to work 

What has happened in ch3 that sets up ch4?  Based on v1-2, what does Boaz seem to be establishing?  Why does he work so hard to get a respected audience around him?


Ruth 4: 3-6

An offer is made
In v3-4, how would you describe Boaz’ strategy?  Why do you think he takes this approach?  In v5-6, what circumstances affects the kinsman’s decision?  How does this open up options for Boaz?    


Ruth 4: 7-10

Boaz completes the redemption

What are some reasons why Boaz may have wanted to complete the redemption of Ruth?  What seems to be changing in Boaz’ life now?  What changes are coming to Ruth’s life?    

2. On p108 our lesson author says, “The providence of God is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s involvement in the world.  It is hard to imagine the providence of God at work during times of disarray, but we forget that the world’s chaos is caused mainly by humanity and not God.”  Do you agree/disagree with this summary?  Why?  Why not?  What makes this issue of providence a key piece of our theology?

3. How does Ps 15 relate to this passage?  

4. On p112 our lesson author says, “The story of Ruth is encouraging to anyone who feels unworthy of the grace of God or of fulfilling the plan God has for them.”  What are some ways in which you can very much own your status as “called” by God?  What are some dimensions of life that make you feel unworthy of God’s plan?

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour tells of 2 distinct church cultures from his ministry in illustrating Boaz’ strategy.  On p91, catch the perspective on this for our study.  He will give you some help with the tradition of levirate marriage.  Notice all of the individual strategic moves Boaz makes!  On p94, Harbour steers us toward the even greater perspective of genealogy in this story.  On p95, see his 2 lessons in “Conclusion.”  

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. What are the important norms and procedures of your local community?  How do you uphold them?

      b. What are your understandings of your Church’s procedures and expectations?  Where do you fit in?

2. Who has been a life-example to you in how to uphold God’s best hopes?  What are the healthiest of your church’s cultural expectations?  Why is our respect of these so important anyway?

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p127 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Be ready for a few extra minutes to discuss this one—a very real and vulnerable application to consider!

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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