Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for July 3, 2011

God Reacts to Disobedience
  
Joshua 7: 1, 10-12, 22-26

Focal Outline:
Joshua 7: 1


Breaking God’s command




Joshua 7: 10-12

Devoted to destruction

Joshua 7: 22-26

Turning back toward God

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. One person’s actions can affect an entire group of people.  Individualism only goes so far.  

2. Many of us are rarely satisfied with the “enough” that we probably have.  Needs are different from wants.

3. Sometimes, the actions of one are only indicative of larger ills and weakness.  Sin is weakness.

4. By our actions, we sometimes demonstrate a divide between our faith and our values.  Choices speak loudly!

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. Why would God have chosen such a violent route to delivering the Hebrews to a place to dwell? 

2. Why is it so hard to be satisfied with what we already have?  What is “enough?”  

3. How should the sins of one sometimes point us toward an understanding of greater systemic ill?  

4. How might our own sense of adequacy stand between us and the paths of God?  
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

At this writing, the summer motion picture season is just now in full swing.  Two of the popular comedies are about pre-wedding festitivies gone wrong.  One movie (The Hangover pII) reprises the adventures of mischief-making guys who are old enough to know better.  The other (Bridesmaids) shows…well…pretty much the same deal over on the female side of life.  An obvious theme in both movies: so much of our pain and suffering is self-inflicted!  By the way, my mention of these films constitutes an endorsement of neither.  But, we can bring a world of trouble on ourselves via bad choices, non-choices, hubris and greed.  When we do, we often affect the lives of others around us.  We can even hurt those we love most!

Every choice has a consequence.  We celebrate that our best choices can often bring about pleasing results.  We like that about life.  However, one dimension of our faith is that it instills values.  Because of these values, we care.  And, God cares.  Sometimes, choices bring about consequences that are painful.  Our text this week will show an entire people seemingly punished because of one man’s actions.  So important was the command he broke.  And, so indicative of the group’s fragile state of obedience perhaps!  

What was fair about God’s indictment against all the people of  Israel—simply because one man had gotten greedy?  That will be a human issue we will struggle with.  How could a loving God justify punishing a nation because one man could not show impulse control?  And, what if we all got punished each time one single citizen misbehaved.  Well, guess what: someone does suffer each time one of us misbehaves.  Think about this for a moment.  Where do you stand on the collective consequences of our individual behaviors?

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Have you ever been punished for something you did not do?  If so, was there ever a time when you eventually came to see this punishment as justified?  Why?    

2. What do you believe appears “fair” about God’s justice system in the Old and New testaments?  What strikes you as unfair about the way God did things—especially in the Old Testament?  Why?  

3.  Thinking through the Old Testament scriptures, what are some instances you can remember where “Israel” sinned as a people?  Remind each other of these stories in discussion.  

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p66 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  Try to do this before the group reads today’s text if you can.  But, if you feel you need to then share the text to help the discussion.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Joshua 7: 1


Breaking God’s command

In v1, what seems to be the specific charge?  Given how ch6 had just ended, what is your reaction?  


Joshua 7: 10-12

Devoted to destruction
In v2-9, how would you describe Joshua’s response to God?  (bold, indignant?)  In v10-11, how would you describe God’s message for Joshua?  What do we learn about Israel’s sudden weakness from v12?  

Joshua 7: 22-26

Turning back toward God

What do we miss in v13-21?  In v25, what do we learn about the severity of the crime from the severity of the punishment?  Do they seem equal to you?  Why?  In v26, why did the people commemorate this sad day?  

2. On p59 our lesson author says, “Are people ever satisfied with what they have?…Every choice has a consequence.”  What is the relevance between individual greed and the collective punishment Israel underwent in the text?  How do you connect these dots?  Was God right or wrong on this?  Why?

3. How does Ac 5: 1-11 relate to this passage?  How about Mt 7: 3?

4. On p63 our lesson author says, “A sense of human adequacy is the primary barrier to genuine faith.”  Where is the line found between healthy self-reliance versus a faith-weakening human adequacy?  Discuss in your group how something admirable can turn so wrong.  What should we learn for our own living?

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour will cite a powerful story from Frederick Buechner.  Harbor explores the consequences of Achan’s sin (p51-2), and points out God’s plan for Joshua to find the perpetrator (p53).  On p54, he will explore the grim ending of today’s text.  Why wasn’t confession enough?   See “Conclusion” for 3 very powerful lessons that we should take with us!  

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Take a moment to think about and confess sins that may have hurt others.  

      b. Is there anything for which you need to ask forgiveness from a specific person or people?  

2. Confess to God the ways in which you might unknowingly participate in larger, systemic evils.  Ask God to enlighten you to how your individual life fits within the bigger picture.  Ask for clarity of judgment.

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p70 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  This discussion will require a very honest soul!  Know that your group members are not likely to arrive at the same conclusions.  

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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