Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for July 24, 2011

Let God Rule
  
Judges 7: 2-4, 13-15; 8: 22-25

Focal Outline:
Judges 7: 2-4

That you may not boast




Judges 7: 13-15
The Lord has given

Judges 8: 22-25
The Lord will rule over you

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Many of us serve with strong skills.  None of these is stronger than our ability to be humble and let God lead.

2. We put our trust in plans and people.  Too often, we fail to include God in our hopes for achieving joy.

3. God works with us patiently.  God makes room for our shortcomings, flaws and our insecurities.

4. Actions speak louder than words.  Gideon professed complete trust in God, but kept holding ties to idolatry.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. Where in your life do you notice yourself resisting the release of control so that God can lead?

2. How would you evaluate your own divide between what you believe versus what you place your trust in?

3. In God’s patient work, what flaws, shortcomings or fears does God have to work around?

4. What specific ties to idolatry or control do you tend to hold onto, rather than living out your beliefs in God?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Have you studied Barney Fife lately?  My hope is that you have allowed a little bit of the “Andy Griffith Show” into your life along the way.  In fact, one group has even put out a bible study based on lessons we can learn from this 1960’s television show.  Andy was powerfully driven by his values.  His role over the years was consistent with his senses of discipline, ethic and compassion.  Love was often very evident in Andy.  Then, there was Barney.  He was a good enough guy, this character.  But, he often drifted over into the thirst for power and status.  Barney could quote the elements of training and oath-- chapter and verse.  However, he never let go of his insecurities.  They controlled him pretty powerfully.  Barney was loveable.  But, Andy was tasked with getting something good out of him.  Often, that took a lot of redemption and creativity!

Gideon will put on a show for us in today’s text!  Our lesson writer, Leonard Ezell, does a fine job of processing the humanity that is demonstrated in the book of Judges.  Gideon has shining moments where he professes to understand his role versus that of God.  Yet, Gideon will often grab the controls and make decisions that are afoul of God’s intent.  And, he will openly doubt—virtually to the point of trouble.  
Most of us want to be more like Andy Griffith.  Or, like Moses.  Instead, we recognize a lot of Barney Fife in ourselves!  Or, Gideon.  So, don’t get distracted by the action.  Read the in-between verses that are not a part of our assignment this week, so that you get the complete picture.  But, pay attention to the parts where Gideon obeys.  And, pay attention to how Gideon keeps returning to the parts of his past that he never really let go of.  What can we learn from this?  How can Gideon serve as a mirror into our own souls?  

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. When in your life have you looked back—only to wish you had listened to yourself?  Some episode surely comes to mind where you arrived at the right conclusion, and then didn’t follow that.  Share these stories.

2. Consistently, we see God blessing the occupation of these “Promised” lands.  Involved with that is the conquest of native people groups.  But, why does God insist that all plunder be gotten rid of?  

3.  What have you accumulated over the years that might serve as the “fruits” of your accomplishments?  Think this over silently.  Now, discuss with your group how these have made your lives better—and held you back!

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p87 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  Enjoy the honest discussion this could prompt.  Reward personal sharing with grace and application during the lesson.  

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Judges 7: 2-4

That you may not boast

What more do you wish you knew about Gideon?  In v2-3, how would you describe God’s sifting process?  In v4, why does God proclaim that this small army is still too big?  What is Gideon supposed to do next?


Judges 7: 13-15
The Lord has given
In v13-14, why might the dream be interpreted as it was here?  What proper responses do we see Gideon offer to God in v15?  (worship, action)


Judges 8: 22-25
The Lord will rule over you

What has just happened to make the people respond in v22 as they do?  What faithful answer does Gideon give in v23?  In v24-25, what sin do we see Gideon commit?  Why is this wrong?  What do we learn about him here?

2. On p76 our lesson author says, “…what seems to be missing from most of these resources is a trust in God’s leadership.  More than ever, we need to develop humility instead of presentation skills.”  Read the fuller text for context.  Lead your group to discuss the skills/resources that are most often values.  Where does God fit in?

3. How does Lk 12: 7 relate to this passage?  How about Mt 25: 14-30?

4. On p79 our lesson author says, “God is patient, accommodates our fears, and is willing to work through us despite our flaws.”  How have you experienced this to be true?  In light of Gideon’s story, how is this true?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour will open with a movie illustration from The Patriot.  Notice that Gideon was the “weakest” member of his family.  Give Gideon credit for obeying God in v2-3 even though he doesn’t understand.  On p69, Harbour explores Gideon’s mixture of motivations for both is faithfulness—and his sin.  In “Conclusion” Harbour will suggest that, with God, our commitment is as important as our competence.  Do you believe this?  Why?  Why not?

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

1. a. Has God ever surprised you and turned something hopeless into something wonderful?  

      b. We pay most attention to what we believe of God.  Gideon doubted a lot. What do you doubt about God?

2. How is the phenomenon of “the judges’ cycle” indicative of our own stories?  That is, when things are tough we turn to God.  When things are good, we turn away to our own strengths.  Talk this over honestly. 

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p92 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Our lesson writer cites some summary points there.  See the last sentence for a challenge to us all—what can God do with us?  

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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