Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for June 5, 2011

God’s Promises Fulfilled
Joshua 1: 1b-6; 11: 16-19, 21-23

Focal Outline:
Joshua 1: 1b-3

Get ready to cross!




Joshua 1: 4-6


I will never leave you

Joshua 11: 16-19, 21-23
The land is given to Israel

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. God has a track record of delivering on promises.  But, like the Israelites we have obstacles in front of us.

2. We all have times of transition or new beginnings in our lives.  God oversees these changes if we allow.

3. God promises never to fail or forsake Joshua.  God lends the same shepherding promise for us, too.

4. Today’s text ends with a land at rest from war.  God’s legacy of peace exceeds that of violence.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What obstacles have threatened violence to your own life’s vision?  Where has God been along the way?

2. When have you sensed God leading you through a time of change in your life?  

3. Even if not in the ways we might have hoped, how has God proven faithful to you along the way?

4. How do you read texts like ours for this week and reconcile them with modern life and Christ’s teachings?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Conquest.  War and destruction.  Our lesson writer has aptly “warning-stickered” this month’s studies.  Read your Unit Introduction (p33 in the Uniform Study Guide) for a fair, balanced response.  These lessons show God delivering the Promised Land to the Israelites.  God is faithful and lives up to promises.  There is a vision for the people.  They will have a land to inhabit, free of slavery.  There will be plenty to sustain them.  With God’s help, they will have their peace.  Moses is now dead, and Joshua is charged to lead them.

Troubling for many of us, though, is the pain that comes with this warring conquest.  There is no pretty way around the taking of that land.  So, our writer reminds us that these lessons will have their difficult passages.  Many people were killed and driven out by the Israelites.  A challenging task can be to square God’s blessing of this, and to keep that same God in step with the life of Christ.  The questions that some students of these texts may ask will be fair ones.  So, prepare diligently.  Read with an open heart.  Bless those who struggle with the wars and death.  Avoid “just because” answers on God’s behalf.  

Perhaps these stories might be a touch easier for some if God stood at a distance and watched the Israelites do what people sometimes do.  They war.  They can be violent.  But, the Old Testament tellings of this story attribute the battle victories to God.  They sometimes feature things happening that defy logic and human possibility.  So, God is not at a distance.  This means we have work to do in our theology and in our study.  Be ready.  And, remember: this week’s text ends with the land finally living in peace.

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Many headlines have been made in today’s contentious land of Israel.  At the center are the territories in and around Jerusalem.  Ask group members to share their understandings of what the primary issues are.  

2. Think of the times when you feel God has kept a promise (or promises) to you.  Be specific.  Ask group members to share why a particular promise was important to them.  What made them feel that God had delivered?    

3.  Our author will ask, “What does the phrase ‘bound for the promised land’ mean for you at this point in your life?”  Talk this over in your group.  Where does God fit in this vision?  

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p38 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  This will give you a chance to wade into the text by taking your group’s pulse on the conquest texts of the Old Testament.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Joshua 1: 1b-3

Get ready to cross!

What news is found in v1-2?  (new leadership, a home finally)  In v3, what additional reminder comes?  (that God keeps promises!)    


Joshua 1: 4-6


I will never leave you
What clarification is found in v4?  (specific boundaries)  In v5, what promises are added?  (victory against opposition, lasting presence)  What is Joshua supposed to provide in v6?  (strength, courage, leadership)

Joshua 11: 16-19, 21-23
The land is given to Israel

What kind of summary is found in v16-17?  (specific battles won)  What costs do the opposing tribes incur, in 17b?  What do we learn about how Joshua went about his conquest in v17-19?  (persistence, patience, offered treaties)  How thorough is this military victory in v21-22?  What summary points come in v23?  (victory, peace)

2. On p34 our lesson author says, “Rather than a time of anxiety, however, this is a time for rejoicing because God promises to grant Israel victory and to deliver the Promised Land to them.”  Under the covenant of Christ, what promises from God would you list that could be ours today?  How does God help us to claim them?

3. How does Nu 27: 17 have to do with this passage?  How about Ez 47: 7-12?

4.  On p37 our lesson author says, “God promises to never fail or forsake him and to deliver the promised land to his people.”  Sometimes, God seems distant. At other times, God seems impossible to understand.  How would you know it if God lived up to promises for you?  For all of Creation?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour simply moves through some textual elements with clarity.  Look for a brief explanation of the Hittites and the Anakites.  He will work a little with the geography of this text, and with the timeframe.  In his opening paragraph, what dream or situation of your own does his story recall?

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

 1. a. When do you need the presence and comfort of God the most in your life?  

    b. Who around you has felt abandoned by God?  Or, who needs God’s presence today?  Pray that God will 

use you in their life.

2. What does the phrase, “bound for the Promised Land” mean for you, at this point in your life?  Where does God fit in this picture?  How can God help you to move along and claim what still lies ahead?

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p42 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  This closing could be a very important way to wrap up the study.  Could be used in combination with one of the other two here as well.

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!

Bo Prosser, series editor, is the Coordinator for Congregational Life at CBF in Atlanta.

Charles Qualls, session writer, is Associate Pastor at Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta.
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