Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for June 26, 2011

God is Victorious  
Joshua 6: 2-4, 12-20

Focal Outline:
Joshua 6: 2-4


Do this




Joshua 6: 12-16

Moving out as instructed

Joshua 6: 17-20

Taking the city

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Jericho has been so popularized among Bible stories that we easily miss the death, pain and suffering there.

2. This story shows God’s choice to include people in bringing about covenant aims and plans.

3. We should not let the mystery of the “battle” at Jericho overshadow the obedience and faith of God’s people.

4. Our regret of destruction yields at least one positive: be inspired to pray for victims of the violence of war.

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. Why would God have chosen such a violent route to delivering the Hebrews to a place to dwell? 

2. How do the war and destruction of the Old Testament illustrate New Testament values from God?

3. At Jericho, God could seem to do all the work.  What faithfulness and obedience really are demonstrated?

4. How can you reconcile the O.T. conquest with the loving, grace-filled New Testament story?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Joshua fit the battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho…and the walls came a tumblin’ down.  Can you hear the song?  That’s the music that cues up in my ear as we study from Joshua 6!  Soon, we are singing along, and smiling even.  After all, our heroes are finally acquring a noteworthy piece of the Promised Land.  Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honey.  A place where there will be peace, rest and faithfulness to the Creator.  So, we find ourselves smiling.  God’s faithfulness to keep the Covenant promises will encourage us.  And we need to be careful.  We should not approach this lesson with a “gotcha!” for any reaction of our fellow students.  

Two seemingly opposed outcomes from this text are possible.  On the one hand, we should absolutely be encouraged and inspired.  God has guided and delivered the Hebrews with grace.  They have been instructed, corrected and provided for.  They have been penalized severely in accordance with their mistaken episodes.  But, they have been shown grace when even worse punishment had been considered.  God has been loving and patient.  The opposing outcome, we already addressed in a previous outline.  That is, today we see a blatant example of warring destruction in an entire city.  Other than Rahab, all in Jericho are killed.  Wiped out.

Someone in your group will react with a Go God, Go! attitude.  Be sure you challenge them to see in a balanced way all that has happened in the text.  See v21 for the most blatant bad stuff.  On the other hand, someone will be struggling spiritually with how to reconcile the punitive and warring God of these texts with the grace-filled God of the Christ covenant.  Affirm each for their perspective.  But, challenge each to see these texts with balance.  And, to be reminded that there are aspects of our faith we will never reconcile fully!

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Our image from the O. T. is of a dangerous and powerful God.  One who could punish at a moment’s notice.  In the N. T., we sense a loving and grace-filled God in Christ.  How have you reconciled these images?  

2. When we mention “Jericho,” what words or images capture your reaction?  What stories come to mind?  Talk over these reactions as a lead-in to today’s text.  If your group is not familiar, then that too is a starting place!

3.  The Old Testament seems to feature “the Ban” as a policy of God’s purification of the Hebrews.  What do you know of this “ban” practice?  What questions does this raise?  What lessons may it teach?

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p59 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  This exercise will let your members wade in to today’s “miracle” text from their own experiences of God.  See where this leads.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


 Joshua 6: 2-4


Do this

In what unconventional ways is this battle going to be fought, according to v2-4?  In v2, why is Joshua hearing this in the past-tense?  What lesson might God be trying to teach?  Why?


Joshua 6: 12-16

Moving out as instructed
What traits does Joshua demonstrate in v12-13?  (discipline, obedience)  What other instances in scripture do we see God using the spoken word to bring about powerful outcomes?  

Joshua 6: 17-20

Taking the city

What faithful grace is announced in v17?  What discipline or spiritual devotion is seen in v18-19?     

2. On p55 our lesson author says, “One of the primary themes throughout the Old Testament is God’s calling for the Israelites to live as an alternative society, set apart from other nations by their faith in and commitment to the Lord.”  How might you substantiate the author’s point, from scripture?  How is this call true of us today?

3. How does Ps 25: 6 relate to this passage?  How about Mt 27: 39-40?

4. On p57 our lesson author says, “While we may not always know what to make of such passages, or how they may be spiritually formative, they can at least inspire us to pray for people living in violent situations today.”  What else can these challenging passages inspire us to do?  Talk over some responses within your group.

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour will remind us of the movie “Hoosiers” to set up today’s text.  He reacts to the improbable nature of a Hebrew victory at Jericho.  But, what you don’t want to miss is his processing of “the Ban” in Hebrew conquest. (p48-9)  See “Conclusion” for 3 lessons from an uneasy text!

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

 1. a. What lessons do you take away from this, where God wins using quite unconventional forces?

    b. In your life, what might seem as insurmountable as Jericho to you?  Where is God in this issue?

2. “Missional” is a word our lesson author touches on.  In what ways might God intend for you to be a part of an unmistakably missional endeavor?  How might God be preparing the way right near you—now?

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p64 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Take the time to talk through your group’s reactions to today’s text from Joshua!  

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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