Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for May 8, 2011

Heavenly Worship
Revelation 4: 1-2, 6b-11

Focal Outline:
Revelation 4: 1-2

Come up here




Revelation 4: 6b-8

Holy, Holy, Holy

Revelation 4: 9-11

God’s reaction 

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Among the goals of this Revelation is a call for us to worship God: our Creator and Sustainer.

2. The symbols in John’s Revelation engage our senses of worship.  The throne is a reminder of God’s power!

3. John’s use of ancient symbols suggests that we, too, might be able to invoke the past in new ways.

4. Our worship is to continue beyond the Sanctuary.  Into the rest of our lives should go our attention to God!

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. How does your worship cause you to take on the life of Christ more as your own way of living?  

2. Does your worship engage your senses?  What reminds you that God is enthroned as leader and guide?

3. What will we need to do in order to invoke the old symbols alongside new and fresh reminders of God?

4. What might you do to expand your worship, so that your reverence of God travels with you into life?
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Visions of Worship.  That is our Unit title.  Beginning this week, we study in Revelation for the rest of the month.  For those who have been with me for years in these lesson outlines, you know that I remind you of the unit themes often.  For my entire career, I have been amazed at the number of teachers who try to take the lessons one week at a time.  They do not read anything except that week’s lesson.  Unit Introductions… themes…movements through a biblical book… and a topic: these elements escape them.  Don’t let that be you.

Each of us can think of words, images and symbols that help us to worship.  In my home church, there weren’t really a lot of visuals in our Sanctuary.  A cross in the baptistery.  That sticks in my mind.  But, the songs we sang made their way into my soul.  Now, they pop into my head—and my heart—at unexpected times of the day.  Meanwhile, the word pictures from sermons and bible lessons travel with me, too.  Nothing can remove the cumulative stash of Heavenly images I carry.  That’s a good thing.

So, what will cause me to access these even more often than I might?  That is part of the message in this week’s text.  These words from Revelation are a call to a tired, discouraged people.  One way they can build themselves up for the journey is to worship the Holy!  The image here is of creatures that “never stop saying ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, to come.’”  God is worthy to receive our worship.  Worship that lasts beyond Sunday.  Worship that travels with us through all that life may hurl our way! 

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. What symbols or images make you think of God?  Think of some now, then discuss with others in your group.  How do these lead us to God?  How can they limit us in our understanding and openness with God?

2. What parts of your worship and faith life causes you to engage your senses?  Your sight, your hearing.  Your sense of smell or touch?  Baptists are not particularly known for using icons as much as some groups.  So, what of God gets your senses going?  What might help this to become more a part of your faith practice?

3.  I say “Revelation” and you say…..what?  Discuss reactions to the word Revelation.  Are there images, words or messages this calls to mind?  How about the concept of “worship” in Revelation—is it there for you?

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p10 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  I like this exercise.  But, you’d better get to work on this because of the pictures or objects you’ll need to collect.  Enjoy!

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Revelation 4: 1-2

Come up here

What is the “after this” referred to as ch4 begins?  What images beckon John in v1?  In v1, why is the call extended?  How is God’s strength depicted in v2?  In light of Caesar’s presence, why was this important?


Revelation 4: 6b-8

Holy, Holy, Holy
In v6b, what do the creatures symbolize?  (vision, perception, awareness)  What do the remind us to cast our gaze upon?  (God)  In v8, how do they spend their energy and time?  (worship of God)   What else might they represent?  


Revelation 4: 9-11

God’s reaction

In v9-11, what call is accepted by those present?  (to join in worship)  What message are we to take away from this?  If God is worthy, where are the other “gods” of our lives to fall into place?     

2. On p11 our lesson author says, “…imagery gives shape to abstract ideas and can engage the imagination by helping worshippers think cognitively about what is taking place and also participate in it.”  What have been some memorable worship icons/images/symbols you have seen?  How have these helped your worship?  Why?

3. What does Ps 150: 3-5 have to do with this passage?  How about Is 6?  

4.  On p15 our lesson author says, “Most of us view worship as something that happens for an hour on Sunday mornings.  Once we do our time in the sanctuary, we have given God all the worship we need.”  Have someone read this statement aloud.  How do you react?  How true is this for you?  What more is needed, really?  Why?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour begins with a story about a subtle protest about worship preferences.  He concludes that the “after this” of v1 bridges us to a focus on the worship of God from what was a lack of focus in ch1 and 2.  See p.14 for a reminder of what “holy, “Lord God Almighty,” “glory,” “Honor” and “thanks” all denote here.  See his “Conclusion” section for 2 very simple, powerful lessons.

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

 1. a. True worship should direct our every moment and thought toward God.  How does yours do this? 

     b. How can we expand our vision of God to reach beyond our time in the sanctuary?  

2. Pray this week that your life might continue to be transformed—reflecting a God who alone is worthy of our worship.  And worthy of all glory, and honor and power.

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p15 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  If you have not prepared to display the symbols mentioned, then you might use “Worthy of Worship” (on p16) as an alternate ending.

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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