Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for May 29, 2011

Tree of Life

Revelation 22: 1-9

Focal Outline:
Revelation 22: 1-2

An abundance of blessing




Revelation 22: 3-5

Connected with God

Revelation 22: 6-9

Worship God without distraction

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. God’s vision of “enough” is offered to us in Revelation 22.  The physical world yields to the spiritual.  

2. Vivid images here are the river of the water of life and the tree of life.  God provides what we truly need.

3. Even when are seeking God deeply, God can seem hard to get to know.  Revelation promises a new way.

4. Truly abundant blessing comes in how we relate to God and follow God’s will.  

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. How does God’s vision of enough-- and your own vision—differ?

2. What do you believe you truly need for living?  For that matter, what really is living all about in God’s view?

3. God is our Creator.  Our Sustainer.  So, why can God seem distant and hard to know at times?

4. How do you believe that relating to God, and following God, will differ in God’s Heaven?  
Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

The things we worship!  Oh my.  Each of us can tend to run off track spiritually, yielding our focus away from God.  In this week’s text, we have promises being summarized.  Rich symbols of God’s goodness are delivered to us.  There is much hope, sent our way from the One who has created.  As I write, the southern region of the U. S. continues to recover from a destructive series of tornados.  Hope is in short supply where lives have been affected.  The worship of God is a necessity, not a luxury, in challenging times.  

Notice what happens near the end of this week’s text, though.  That distraction I mentioned.  John saw the amazing specter of the messenger.  An angel, we would call them.  Like humans do, John bowed down to worship the angel.  “Do not do it!  I am a fellow servant with you…” he is told by the angel.  What a timely word.  Don’t relate readily to angels in today’s world?  Fill in the blank with your own vulnerability to distraction:  pastor, church, position, heritage or ideas.  They might be your “angels.”  We can become fans of good things, only to render them little gods in our enthusiasm!

Money, status, attainment or power.  These also will mean precious little to us in challenging times like the ones of Revelation.  These gods will prove weak.  Only the God whom Jesus Christ has brought near will suffice.  Only that God will be worthy of our worship.  Can you hear the beckoning voice of our God?  If so, you hear a call to serve.  A call to be as Christ.  To help in bringing about a New Heaven and a New Earth within God’s kingdom.  The God who yearns for our hearts and our hands--worship that God.  

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Some people seem to actively look forward to Heaven.  Others are in absolutely no hurry.  What qualities of Heaven make you look forward.  What threats of life on earth make you yearn for Heaven?  

2. Is it possible really to know who someone is?  Our lesson writer poses this question.  Discuss this in your group. Then, remind them that in God’s new creation we are allowed to know God fully.  What does this mean?  What can make God hard to get to know, this side of heaven?  

3.  I am blessed because _________.  Lead your group in sharing with each other what makes them feel blessed in this life.  (Be careful not to set up a situation where today’s lesson makes them feel badly for these riches.)

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p31 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  Are we there yet?  Challenge your group with a discussion about how adults get the feeling in life that they really ARE there.  

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Revelation 22: 1-2

An abundance of blessing

What meaning do you make of what the angel showed in v1-2?  What significance did water hold for early church believers in that climate?  Compared with Jerusalem, how did v2 leap out at readers of John’s time?  What other promises do you hear, especially in v2?  


Revelation 22: 3-5

Connected with God
What is this “curse” in v3?  Where is this “city” in John’s vision?  What changes will come to those who now dwell there?  (service of God, finally see God, no darkness)  In v5, how might God’s “light” be understood?

Revelation 22: 6-9

Worship God without distraction

How sure is John about this, in v6?  In light of the time that has past now, how is v7 to be understood?  Where will blessings be found in v8?  What response did John offer in v9?  (worship)  What problem did was he rebuked for in v9?  Why?  (misdirected his worship away from God)  

2. On p27 our lesson author says, “God’s vision of enough comes into frame in Rv 22 as God brings the physical world to completion and inaugurates a new reality…”  Discuss how the promises found in Revelation substantiate this statement.  What does it mean to you for the physical world to be brought “to completion?”  

3. How does Jn 4: 7-15 have to do with this passage?  How about Ez 47: 7-12?

4.  On p30 our lesson author says, “Many people engage in countless spiritual practices so that they can ‘know God’ better.”  In the new reality, what will be changed about where God is?  And, about how we know God?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour works through some key words in their contexts.  He’ll explore that mention of “the curse” in v3 (p.27-28).  On p29, he points out 5 NT qualities of Jesus’ return!  Don’t miss 3 reasons for confidence found in Rev. 22 on p30.

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

 1. a. Knowing God better--more fully--happens one insight at a time for now.  How can you know God better?

     b. Take up the lesson’s suggestion: Pray a prayer to God using as many names for God as you can think of.

2. Write a prayer this week that reaffirms your trust of God.  Express your thanks for the promise of all things being made new.  Ask God for the strength to live out your calling here until that day!

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p35 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  This will be an active closure within your group, more so than a reflective one.  Enjoy the sharing.    

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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