Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for February 27, 2011

Coming of the Son of Man

Mark 13: 14-27

Focal Outline:
Mark 13: 14

Change is coming




Mark 13: 15-23
Get ready; stay ready




Mark 13: 24-27
Jesus will return

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. We should focus on what is important: living each day as though our last and being the presence of Christ.

2. The Christian life is not easy; Jesus was warning them.  Yet, we still seem surprised to hear this.

3. Jesus is the one true Messiah.  Suffering associated with Him is the “birth pains” of a new order. 

4. Instead of trying to guess the date of His return, we are to take advantage of each day and live without regret!

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. What do you believe to be of ultimate importance in life?  To what extent does your faith shape priorities?

2. Why does the message of difficulty and sacrifice seem to get lost so easily among Christians?  

3. How do you understand the relationship between suffering and a new order in Christ?   

4. For you, what might Christ’s instruction to be ready and live without regret actually mean?

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

Oh, do we ever have a lot of options for where to go with this week’s text!  There are at least 3 important themes in this lesson.  One can be stated very postively, I think.  That is: Be ready!  I find this to be one of the most energizing and positive messages that Jesus had to deliver in His last days.  There is much that we have been taught about being Christlike.  We can do so much—be so much—for each other!  There is no shortage of love and goodness for us to work in the lives of our fellow Creation.  Our assignment should never be finished, nor grow boring.  We are comissioned to do the work of Christ.  Looking for purpose?  Here it is!  

Then, there are the other two themes from our text.  Being as we are, Jesus had to remind us of our own propensity to lose focus.  So, another theme in today’s text is a reminder to keep our eyes off of the fascination with the end-of–times.  Jesus states--again in this text-- that the timing of this would be uncertain.  Yet, we tend to use the New Testament as a treasure map to prediction.  Jesus tells us to stop using our precious resources on futile curiosities.  If He said we aren’t going to know, then we aren’t going to know!  Yes?

Finally, He reminds us that the Christian life is not going to be easy.  This one does not sell well at all.  I mean that literally.  How many books do you ever see on how tough the Christian life is?  Yet, Jesus occasionally predicted painful sacrifice and jarring change ahead for those who followed Him.  We don’t like the message.  We shouldn’t.  But, what we should do is to heed the message.  If we understand some of these basic themes, we have a better chance of being who God created us to be.  Will we listen to what Jesus says?  

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Take 8 minutes in small groups.  2 questions for each group:  a) what do you believe Jesus said?  (That is, list some of the most basic teachings of Christ)  b) what do you wish Jesus had said?  Share these lists in the group.  

2. What would happen to your church if this week (heaven forbid) your Sanctuary and facilities were completely destroyed?  (fire, tornado, whatever)  What effect would this have?  Why?    

3. Why doesn’t suffering “sell” in Christianity?  On the surface, the answer could sound rather obvious.  Push past that reaction and discuss.  Explore preaching, music, books and behavior.  Jesus taught about suffering!

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p63 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  This exercise will take you straight into the background for the text.  As an alternative, take a look at “End Timing” on p69.

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Mark 13: 14

Change is coming

What has happened in Mark 13 that leads to today’s text?  In v14, who was the intended audience?  What does this instruction mean?  Who is referred to as “the abomination that causes desolation”?  Why flee them?

Mark 13: 15-23
Get ready; stay ready

How decisive an instruction to flee do v15-16 seem to issue?  Why the urgency?  Based on v17-20, what warning do you hear?  (challenging, dangerous, painful times ahead)  What confusion does 21-22 add to the prophecy?  (false teachers, spiritual confusion)  


Mark 13: 24-27
Jesus will return

In v24-25, what is being quoted here?  (Isaiah 13, 34)  Why?  What resolution is promised in v26-27?  In fact, list the different promises these verses contain?  How do you understand all of this to pertain to us?  

2.  On p57 our lesson author says, “Jesus knows that the Christian life will not be easy.  Jesus seems to want us to accept that there will be trouble, so we should be ready for it.”  How do you react to this assessment coming from a source like Jesus?  Is this a helpful message from our Savior?  Why?  

3. What does Rv 20: 3, 7-9 have to do with this passage?   What about Da 7:13-14?

4. On p59 our lesson author says, “Next time you are enduring unpleasantness, pray about good things that can come out of such suffering.  Pray for anyone you know who is suffering today.  Think about how you can express care and support for them.”  Why is this an appropriate response for us to today’s text?  How likely are you to respond in this way—as opposed to any other?  

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour will offer some perspective on the “how” part of hearing Jesus with 2 prophetic characteristics (p45).  He gives some key history notes in these first few pages!  On p46, what does Jesus mean when He says, “I have told you everything…”?  There are 3 good lessons waiting in the “Conclusion,” p47-8.

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

 1. a. The Jewish revolt and destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70 fulfilled Jesus’ prophecy here.  So…

     b. …what value do the words of today’s text have for us?      

2. We suffer in many ways.  How do the words of Christ here shape your response to pain and suffering?

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p68 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  Or, if your class likes music you could take a look at “Musical Parallels” on p69.  

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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