Smyth and Helwys Uniform Series Lesson Outline for January 2, 2011

I am Your Redeemer

Isaiah 44: 21-26

Focal Outline:
Isaiah 44: 21-23
Come back and claim your renewal




Isaiah 44: 24-26
I am the Lord 

Summary Statements: (To help you get a handle on the lesson truths.)

1. Life can distance us from God.  We are victims at times, villains at others.  God beckons and forgives.  

2. A constant message from God is found in Isaiah:  I have made you; I will not forget you.  

3. Creation is not something that took place only in Genesis 1.  God continues creating and renewing now! 

4. Only God’s words should guide one’s future.  Beware: many voices will try to allure and guide you. 

Questions for Thought: (To help you think of some questions to challenge with a “So What?”)
1. In your living, what have been some of the ways in which God has beckoned you closer? 

2. When have you felt forgotten by God in your life?  When have you felt most remembered by God?  

3. What might it mean to you that God is still busy at Creation, now and always?

4. How can you separate God’s voice from all the others that jockey for your attention?

Points to Ponder

[NOTE:  These suggestions are to help your class be more interactive and discussion oriented.  Using 3-5 different ideas will enhance your preferred teaching style and involve class participants.  Build excitement and intimacy in your learners!]

What a weekend!  I know, I know… this is the New Year for you.  But as I write, we just survived a fairly typical Christmas weekend at our house.  A wedding rehearsal, a churchwide Christmas event, then the wedding itself, a meeting, a party and Sunday morning at church—there we were preparing to host one leg of our youth group’s Christmas Progressive Supper.  Elizabeth and I worked hard at home  and we reveled in having those teenagers over on Sunday night.  But when you get that many teens, there is eventually drama!  Alas, discussion around dinner eventually turned toward two or three “crises” in some poor kids’ lives.  We adults simply grinned our best knowing-grins.  

Adults (hopefully) amass some life perspective through the living of these days.  For youth--and young adults—many things can look like a crisis.  Or, a cause to end all causes!  As we gain wisdom, most of us filter life in a more mature way.  Still, we know that each of us occasionally suffers genuine hardship.  For a time, life is tilted off its axis.  Yet worse is the illness, loss, accident or happenstance that comes to stay—one that permanently changes life in a terrible way.  In the wreckage of these real problems, where is the hope to be found?  How will rebuilding happen for us?  This was the state that an entire people were facing in Isaiah.

Isaiah 44 brings a word of Hope.  However, that hope carries a couple of caveats.  God wants to work restoration and renewal in our lives.  In fact, God supremely wishes Shalom for our lives—the absence of conflict and strife.  A sense of wellbeing for all.  But, we still have to do our parts.  And, this restoration and return is not a onetime event.  We will have to go on living as God intends if we are to have a chance at lasting peace.  Return is a key word—but Isaiah will remind that after we return, we need to stay!  

Introductory Thoughts (5-15 minutes - These are for discussion to introduce this week’s Lesson Ideas.)
1. Who has done something for you that made you feel remembered?  What was that?  How did this affect you?

2. New Year’s resolutions are famously unpopular today.  Most of us know that we’ll keep too few of them to seem worthwhile.  But, what is one New Year resolution that really would be healthy for you to make?  Why?

3. What might being remembered by God mean?  We hear this phrase in the bible, and will today in Isaiah.  So, what might this mean in specific, understandable ways for us as believers?   

4. Take a look at “Beginning the Lesson” on p6 of your Uniform Teaching Guide.  You might be ready with a short list of yours, either to spur along a quiet group or to stir the mix a little!  

Studying & Discussing the Passage (20-25 minutes - See Brian Harbour’s Commentary for added insights and explanations.)

1.   Share an overview of the Lesson from “Locating the Text” (Teaching Guide) and then examine the Focal Passage using a variety of teaching methods...


Isaiah 44: 21-23
Come back and claim your renewal

In v21, what special thought is God wanting remembered?  V22 brings what message of grace to the people?  What reaction should this evoke, in v23?  How does this compare to our often casual stance toward God?  

Isaiah 44: 24-26
I am the Lord

V24-26a will list a string of deeds God has done.  What are they?  (Have someone keep track of responses)  Why are these credentials given here?  In v26b, what promises is this same God making?     

2. On p8 our lesson author says, “’Return to me, for I have redeemed you’ expresses the reality of forgiveness; it seems to happen even before repentance…a reversal of the expected order.”  Why might God have done things in this order?  What can we learn in our own faith from this prophecy today?    

3. What does Ex 3: 14 have to do with this passage?    How about Ro 8: 38-39?

4. On p11 our lesson author says, “Paul told the Corinthians that they didn’t count for much ‘by human standards,’ but…God upended the order of worldly society by choosing ‘the foolish things of the world.’”  How has Paul’s assessment been borne out in the bible?  In life?  How does this connect with today’s Isaiah text? 

5. In the Uniform Commentary, Brian Harbour does less work with the terminology, and more with the implications this week.  On p5-6, he will point out 3 things God wanted the people to remember—and 4 affirmations given to humanity in these verses.  Then, on p8 in “Conclusion—to afflict the comfortable or to comfort the afflicted?  See what Isaiah seems to do in Harbour’s estimation.  What do YOU need from God?  

Applying the Lesson (10-20 minutes - Choose one or two questions to encourage action plans for the coming week!)

Discuss any of the following questions… 

 1. a. In what ways did the people of Israel need to “return” to God?  By Christ’s time, what did return mean?

     b. For you own life, and in a new year, what might return need to mean for you?

2. How do you separate God’s voice from the many voices that beckon you each hour?  In what ways does God communicate “remembrance” to you in the everyday?     

3. Take a look at “Applying the Lesson” on p10 in the Uniform Teaching Guide.  The question here is quite introspective: some groups might process this aloud.  Others will want to make this rhetorical.  

People go where they know they’ve been prepared for and are cared for!
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